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Deciding On Your Options


INTRODUCTORY

INFORMATION

SECTION 1

Introduction

As you will know from the work you have been doing in your PSE class, you are soon to be making important decisions about which courses you would like to do in S5 and S6.  The qualifications you obtain in fifth and/or sixth year will be particularly important to you as they will guide your career plans and/or your route into further education.  

This booklet contains information on the courses which you may wish to follow in fifth and /or sixth year.  Take the time to read through the information contained in it to find out what you will be doing in each subject and how you will be assessed in order to gain qualifications.  We hope you will find it useful and informative.

Once you have read the course details use the yellow section ‘Deciding on your Options’ at the back of the booklet to make notes that will help you begin to make your decisions.

It is important in this introduction to state that the courses you find outlined in the booklet are those that the school proposes to offer.  However, some courses may not be able to run due to a number of reasons including small numbers of students opting for them and staffing pressures.  The school will endeavour to meet the needs of all pupils as far as possible.  You will be kept fully informed of all developments during the options and timetabling processes as they may affect you, however pupils should always have considered alternatives in each column.
Making your selections

In Fifth Year

As a senior student you are asked to undertake a commitment to 5 courses in S5.  The vast majority of the fifth and sixth year courses have 5 timetabled periods per week. In addition to this, you will have one core PSE lesson a week.  You will also have up to 4 periods of study time.  There will also be the option to take part in recreational PE and to become involved in a range of opportunities for responsibility within the school.

In Sixth Year

As a senior student you are asked to undertake a commitment to a series of courses each with a points value.  The minimum points for a course structure in S6 is 16.  The points values are:

Level





Points Value

Advanced Higher



Six Points

Higher




Four Points

Intermediate 1/2



Four Points

For example:

· A sixth year pupil following two Advanced Highers and two Highers would be following a course worth twenty points.

· Four Highers would be worth sixteen points.

· Three Highers and one Advanced Higher would be worth eighteen points.

You will have the option to take part in recreational P.E.   You will also attend one period of PSE.   In other formal non-class contact time you will be expected to commit to working within departments and this will need to be shown on your timetable.   This could include self study, assisting in classes etc for which points will be rewarded.

When you are making your choices there are many factors for you to consider.  You should ask yourself the following questions:

(…

(…

(…

(…

(…

(…

· Do I plan to stay on for the whole year, until Christmas or for 
up to two more years?

· What job, course or career am I aiming for?

· What are the entry requirements?

· What advice have I been given by teachers, career advisor 


and parents/carers?

· How do I expect to do in my exam this year?

· Am I being realistic about my plans?

(…

(…

(…

(…

(…

(…

The majority of you who enter fifth and sixth year will be older than the statutory leaving age.  It is therefore important that you recognise that you have made a positive decision to stay on at school.  The implication of this will be discussed with you during an induction programme at the start of your fifth or sixth year.

Which level of course should I do?

The diagram below shows you the sort of pathways which you might wish to consider when selecting your S5 or S6 courses.  It may be important to consider whether you will choose to stay on at school for fifth and sixth year, as this may help you decide the pathways you are able to follow:












 


Some examples of the ways which you may be able to progress in many subject areas are:

· If you achieve Foundation level in English, you might move on to Intermediate 1 in English in S5, with the possibility of Int 2 in S6.

· If you achieve Intermediate 1 in Biology, you might move on to Intermediate 2 in Biology in S5, with the possibility of Higher in S6.

· If you achieve a Credit level in French, you might move on to Higher French in S5, with the option of Advanced Higher in S6.

How will I be assessed?

Higher and Intermediate courses are made up of units.  Most courses are made up of three units.  Each unit is assessed and marked in school by your teachers.  There will also be a prelim exam in February as well as a full SQA exam in May. 

Your SQA certificate will list all the units you have achieved as well as grade achieved in the final exam.  If you pass all units and the final exam you will be given a Course Award.

It may be possible to pick up some subjects in S5 and S6 which you have not done in S3/4.  This may depend on what related experience you have and how the course is structured.  You will be able to discuss this with Principal Teachers of the various departments and faculties for further advice.

Your teachers will be advising you on the level of course they think best meets your needs, which you should then share with parents/carers and your Pastoral Care teacher before making your final decision.

It is likely that some fifth and sixth year classes will contain students studying at more than one level eg: Intermediate 2 and Higher.  Class groupings will not be confirmed until the final school timetable is produced.

Careers Advice

Most of you will have spent a lot of time thinking about what you might like to do when you leave school.  There are a wide variety of ways in which you can find some more information about possible careers.  Useful websites to look at are www.planitplus.net and www.ucas.com.  These websites would give you links into individual college or university websites.

During the “Options” process you will meet the Careers Adviser for Meldrum Academy in one of your PSE lessons.  You may also take the opportunity to meet her at a lunchtime “clinic” and can continue to do so at anytime.  You could also request an individual interview through your Pastoral Care teacher.  Watch the bulletin and the plasma screen for dates of clinics.

You are welcome to log on to the website www.careers-scotland.org.uk where there is a lot of useful information for young people.


Personal and Social Education

S5 Course

Why Personal and Social Education?

This course is designed to assist you to develop a greater personal effectiveness and a positive approach to life by building your confidence, self esteem and sense of belonging to society. It will enable you to develop your skills in working with, and relating to others and increase your ability to cope with the changing world in which we live. In addition the work of the course will help you make plans for your future into future education.

Entry to the course

All pupils will attend one period of PSE per week with their Pastoral Care Teacher as part of their core curriculum.

Course Outline

Topics covered fall broadly into the following categories.

· Citizenship – looking at rights and responsibilities

· Interpersonal skills and relationships – team building and challenges

· Health Education - promoting the benefits of a healthy lifestyle

· Career Education – preparation for work, Further and Higher Education 

· UCAS  and College applications

· Updating CV’s and Personal Statements

Assessment

There is no formal assessment of this course. Homework may be given on occasion to prepare for class work.

S6 – Pastoral Care Time

A weekly meeting in your tutor group with your pastoral care teacher.

COURSE

INFORMATION 

SECTION 2


Art and Design:
Intermediate 2 / Higher

Why Art and Design?

When you look around you, every man- made object that you can see and every product that you buy - from CDs, clothes, shoes, jewellery and accessories to buildings, computer games, skateboards and furniture have all started out as the idea of a designer.

As an Expressive artist you can explore your own individual creativity through the medium of drawing, painting, sculpture and printmaking using a wide variety of media and personal themes.

Art and Design covers many aspects of our everyday lives and entertainment and this course will help you to be able to develop your own creative and design skills and also to learn more about design and artistic expression.

What does the course involve?

The course is divided into 3 areas.

Expressive Activity - Painting, drawing, printmaking, filmmaking, photography and sculpture (1 UNIT)

Design Activity - Designing and manufacturing a product using the design process. I.e. A mobile phone holder, a CD holder, a fashion accessory, a child’s toy or board game, a poster or T-Shirt etc.  (1 UNIT)

Art & Design Studies - A study of Art History from 1750 until the present time. The history of painting, sculpture and architecture are studied as well as the designers of products such as jewellery, ceramics, fashion, graphics etc. Contemporary artists will also be studied.

What is the difference between Standard Grade and Intermediate 2 / Higher?

Unlike Standard Grade, you will decide for yourself which themes you will investigate, and identify your own design brief, and which materials you want to work with.

You will study in greater depth the work of artists and designers and there is a written examination. There is no practical exam.

There is a commonality to both Intermediate 2 and Higher courses.  Initially after internal assessment (NABS) you will discuss with the teacher which course would be most suitable for you to be presented in.

· If you gain a general grade in Standard grade, you would progress to Intermediate 2
· If you gain a credit grade in Standard Grade you would progress to Higher
Intermediate 2 and Higher have different written examinations.

How is your work assessed?

Art and Design Intermediate 2 is assessed as A B C  

Art and Design Higher is assessed as A B C D

Expressive assessment - A folio of work will be produced which has a personal theme and shows a final outcome in painting, printmaking or sculpture. Assessment will be a combination of internal and external assessment.

Design assessment - A folio of work will be produced which shows a personal solution to a design problem identified by the student in areas such as graphic design, jewellery, fashion design etc. Assessment will be a combination of internal and external assessment.

Art & Design Studies - A written examination which is externally assessed and the production of an Expressive Summary and a Design Summary.

What prior qualifications, if any, do I need for entry to this course?

Entry is at the discretion of the Principal Teacher Art & Design but as a rule Level F should have been achieved in S2 if you have not studied Art in S3 and S4.
Higher Art requires a credit pass at Standard Grade.

Art and Design:  Advanced Higher / Folio
Why Art and Design?

Art and Design provides opportunities to develop aesthetic understanding creativity and visual awareness, knowledge and appreciation.  It encourages candidates to use a range of media and technology to understand, appreciate and respond to their world.  The Course promotes creative thinking, encourages independent thought, initiative, innovation, problem solving and the development of personal opinions.

These activities are experienced across a range of cultural, social and historical contexts which enable candidates to explore personal interests and develop technological skills.

All candidates engage in:

· investing and researching of relevant sources

· recording the development of different lines of thought and possibilities

· communicating thoughts, ideas and feelings in a wide variety of ways and a broad range of contexts.

· exercising critical and evaluative skills in coming to informed judgments about their own work and that of professional artists and designers, as appropriate.

The principal aims of the Course are to:

· encourage the growth of personal vision, skill, commitment and self-reliance 

· develop and apply critical reflection and sustained skills of creative thought and action

· develop skills to apply and exploit the potential of a range of practical visual media

· acknowledgement qualities of creativity, resourcefulness and flexible thinking

· contribute to self-esteem and intellectual, personal enrichment, emotional, social and cultural development.

COURSE STRUCTURE – This is the course structure for Advanced Higher

This Course has one mandatory Unit and the choice of one of two optional Units.
Mandatory Unit

Art and Design: Design Enquiry OR Expressive Enquiry (Advanced Higher) 2 credits (80 hours)

You can choose to do a major Expressive study OR a major design study which will follow a personal enquiry.  You will be expected to produce between 10  and 18 x A1 sheets which show research, development and a range of solutions.  You will also produce a ‘Statement of Intent’ This unit is worth 120 marks.

Optional Units - one selected from

Art and Design: Expressive Activity OR Design Activity (Advanced Higher) 1 credit (40 hours)

This unit will look more like your Higher Design or Expressive unit except that you have a maximum of 6X A1 sheets to show research, development and solutions.  This unit is worth 60 marks OR

Art and Design:  Visual Arts Study (Advanced Higher) 1 credit (40 hours)

This unit is a written study of approximately 1500-2000 words which would relate to your major unit in some way either by artist/designer or movement/style.  It may include illustrations and sketches.

NB  There is no exam and all course work is assessed by SQA on production of a Portfolio. If you choose to make a minor design or expressive unit then there is no written component other than the ‘Statement of Intent’ and relevant annotations within your enquiry.

Portfolio Course

If you wish to apply for Art College, a design college, or Architecture college you will require a Port Folio of art work.  Depending on the requirements of the course for which you are applying, you would investigate a personal theme in a design area, expressive medium or a mixture of both.

The aim of a Port Folio Course is to produce a body of art work which shows a high level of skill, imagination and originality.  Two or three sketchbooks full of work would also be expected.  The outcome of the course is the Folio of work and there is no exam or external assessment.

Students who have already passed Art and Design Higher or equivalent and who need a folio of artwork should consider this course.
What prior qualifications, if any, do I need for entry to this course?

Entry at the discretion of the Principal Teacher Art & Design 

Accounting : Intermediate 2

Why Accounting and Finance?
Every business needs to keep records of their finances Travel, Constructions. Doctors, Dentists, Hairdressers, Electricians, Vets, Engineering firms to name but a few!  

International firms often offer a wide range of career opportunities connected with accounting:  corporate finance, IT consulting, Tax Planning, management consulting and so on . . . a knowledge of Accounting and finance can open many doors in the job market – a career in finance can be rewarded with very high salaries.   Many accountants move into senior management positions – chief executives, financial directors, corporate financiers, merchant banking.

Managing your own business:  If you own your own business in the future do you really want to put your trust in someone else to do your finances without knowing anything yourself?  

You will have to run a household in the future:  Can you budget?  Do you know where to get finance?   

You will have to make decisions in your future finances  in your personal life – are you confident about this?  You will probably have to complete financial documents in the future that need to be orderly and well presented.  

You will need to be good at numeracy and the use of ICT.   

A study in Accounting and Finance can equip you with these transferable skills for your future personal, adult and working life.

What does the course involve?

The course covers the procedures used in Accounting and develops the skills required to prepare a variety of Accounting statements.

There are two units in this course:

1 
 Financial Accounting:


In this unit you will learn about:

· the role of the financial accountant

· completing business documents, such as invoices and bank statements

· calculating trade and cash discounts

· recording financial information in ledger accounts, correcting errors and using a suspense account

· updating a bank account and preparing a bank reconciliation statement

· preparing a petty cash statement

· different types of business ownership

· preparing final accounts of sole traders, partnerships, limited companies and not-for-profit organisations

· calculating and understanding Accounting ratios

2 
 Management Accounting:


In this unit you will learn about:

· calculating, describing and controlling business costs

· preparing cost statements

· applying break-even analysis and decision-making techniques

· the benefits of using information technology in management Accounting

· preparing a cash budget for the purposes for planning and control

A very large part of the work is very practical using Microsoft Excel spreadsheets as well as the traditional pen and paper approach.  Some research on the internet will also be part of the course.  

How is your work assessed? 

To pass the course, you must complete and gain a pass in both the Internal and External Assessments.

	Internal Assessment 

(chosen from a bank of national assessments set by the SQA)
	Financial Accounting – one assessment
	both internal assessments marked by class teacher, moderated by SQA

	
	Management Accounting  – one assessment
	

	External Assessment
	written examination set and marked by SQA


What prior qualifications, if any, do I need for entry to this course?

A minimum of

· Standard Grade Accounting and Finance at General level or

· Intermediate 1 Accounting, (A or B pass) or

· The Units – Financial Accounting (intermediate 1) and Management Accounting (intermediate 1)

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher BEIT

Accounting : Higher

Why Choose Accounting And Finance?

Every business needs to keep records of their finances Travel, Constructions. Doctors, Dentists, Hairdressers, Electricians, Vets, Engineering firms to name but a few!  

International firms often offer a wide range of career opportunities connected with accounting:  corporate finance, IT consulting, Tax Planning, management consulting and so on . . . a knowledge of Accounting and finance can open many doors in the job market – a career in finance can be rewarded with very high salaries.   Many accountants move into senior management positions – chief executives, financial directors, corporate financiers, merchant banking.

Managing your own business:  If you own your own business in the future do you really want to put your trust in someone else to do your finances without knowing anything yourself?  

You will have to run a household in the future:  Can you budget?  Do you know where to get finance?   

You will have to make decisions in your future finances in your personal life – are you confident about this?  You will probably have to complete financial documents in the future that need to be orderly and well presented.  

You will need to be good at numeracy and the use of ICT.   

A study in Accounting and Finance can equip you with these transferable skills for your future personal, adult and working life.

What does the course involve?

There are two units in this course:

1 
 Financial Accounting:


In this unit you will learn to:

· prepare a manufacturing, trading and profit and loss account

· prepare the profit and loss appropriation section and the balance sheet of a partnership

· calculate and comment on accounting ratios in order to evaluate business performance

· prepare the profit and loss appropriation section and the balance sheet of a public limited company for internal use

· explain the legislation and Accounting Standards which affect the preparation of the final accounts of an organisation

· prepare the final accounts of non-profit making organisations

· prepare a cash-flow statement for a public limited company

2 
 Management Accounting:


In this unit you will learn to:

· prepare a production budget and a cash budget

· prepare an overhead analysis and job cost statement

· prepare process cost accounts

· prepare absorption and marginal costing profit statements

· use break-even analysis and marginal costing to make decisions

· prepare a profit maximisation statement for short-term decision making

· understand the use of information technology as an Accounting tool

· analyse business performance and financial planning

A very large part of the work is very practical using Microsoft Excel spreadsheets as well as the traditional pen and paper approach.  Some research on the internet will also be part of the course.  

How is your work assessed?

To pass the course, you must complete and gain a pass in both the Internal and External Assessments.

	Internal Assessment 

(chosen from a bank of national assessments set by the SQA)
	Financial Accounting – one assessment
	both internal assessments marked by class teacher, moderated by SQA

	
	Management Accounting – one assessment
	

	External Assessment
	written examination set and marked by SQA – only 10% in theory – only 10% is theory 


What prior qualifications, if any, do I need for entry to this course?

A minimum of:

· Standard Grade Accounting and Finance at Credit level or

· Intermediate 2 Accounting, (A or B pass) or

· The Units of Financial Accounting (Intermediate 2) and Management Accounting (Intermediate 2) or
· Standard Grade Mathematics at Credit level or
· Intermediate 2 Mathematics (A or B pass)
or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher BEIT
Administration:  Intermediate 1/2 

Why Administration?

The modern office relies on staff who are multi-skilled and able to make decisions of real value to their organisation based on well-presented information: from typed letters through to presentations, financial documents and reports. The study of this course will not only equip candidates with the level of competence required for using a range of software packages but will also enable them to apply their use to various administrative functions carried out in organisations.

· Everyone needs ICT skills no matter what job/rank they are aiming for

· Everyone needs to have problem solving, numeracy and oral/written communication skills

· Administration teaches students a core skill that is essential for your well being in the society in which we live

So whether you want to do a qualification to help you:

· Gain employment in wide range of sectors such as health, manufacturing, transport, travel, finance etc

· Run your own business

· Use a PC/touch-type

· Have the skills to go on to do further study at college and university or just extent your skills generally

· Return to work in the future after having a family

A course in Administration will help you.

What does the course involve?

This course offers a series of optional units and students will be encouraged to attempt these at a level appropriate to them:  

	Level 
	Unit Title
	Content 

	Access 
	Using a keyboard
	·  key in text accurately 


	
	Using a Computer in Business
	· Identify, describe and use a variety of common business programs

· Input, edit, save and print data

· Identify equipment used in a computer system

· Demonstrate good working practices 

	Intermediate 1
	Word Processing 
	· Produce business correspondence: business letters, notices, memos

	
	Information Technology for Administrators 
	· Create spreadsheets

· Create databases 

· Create word processed documents that integrate data from spreadsheets and/or databases

	
	Presenting and Communicating Information Intermediate 1 & 2
	· Use the internet to search for and extract information 

· Use ICT to present and communicate information including Email and Ediary

· Use presentation software to present and communicate information

	
	Administrative Services 
	· Duties, qualities and skills of an admin assistant

· Working environment of the admin assistant

· Admin tasks carried out by a junior admin assistant 

· Use and features of the internet and office technologies 

	
	
	If a student completes all three units then they would be eligible to be presented for an overall course award in Administration at Int 1. In addition to the internal assessment they would sit a final examination as part of the main SQA diet of exams


	Level 
	Unit Title 
	Content

	Intermediate 2
	Word Processing 
	· Produce tables accurately 

· Produce more complex business correspondence accurately

· Recall and edit more complex text accurately 

	
	Information Technology for Administrators 
	· Use spreadsheets to solve business problems 

· Use flat databases to solve business problems

· Use word processing for business problems

	
	Presenting and Communicating Information 
	1. Use the internet to search for and extract information 

2. Use ICT to present and communicate more complex information

	
	Administrative Services 
	· Factors contributing to effective organisations 

· Working environment of an administrative assistant 

· Role and tasks of functional departments

· Use of internet and office technologies 

· Arrangements for business travel and accommodation 

	
	
	If a student completes all three units then they would be eligible to be presented for an overall course award in Administration at Int 2. In addition to the internal assessment they would sit a final examination as part of the main SQA diet of exams


The units can be studied individually and students can accumulate a series of skills and build on these to increasing degrees.

Most of the time will be “hands-on” at your own computer.  Independent learning methods will be used to allow you to progress at your own pace.  As well as providing self-instruction workbooks with a series of tasks, you will be encouraged to use the on-line tutorials and on-line help from within the software.
How is your work assessed?

To pass the units, you must complete and gain a pass in the Internal Assessments. If you want to aim for an overall course award in Administration you must pass the three identified units and an external assessment set and marked by the SQA.
Business Management: Intermediate 1 & 2

Why Business Management?

Choosing to study Business Management in BEIT Faculty allows you to gain access to many different career paths such as marketing, fashion, events management, international business and accountancy to name but a few.  Most college and university courses have a business component – so this course will be of great benefit to you.

We also help develop your research, team building and problem solving, thinking, communication and presentation skills through the theoretical and practical work which we do.

This course gives pupils an insight into today’s business world.  Our journey will take us through not only why there is a need for business and how the economy works but will also consider the areas of Marketing, Finance, Human Resource Management and Production.

What does the course involve?

We use a mix of teacher and pupil led work.  Not only will you be given access to handouts, course texts etc but there is an expectation you will undertake individual research and work both in the classroom and at home.

This course is not just about theory – you have to be able to say ‘why’ you think a firm should make a particular decision, or discuss what ‘you’ think a business should do.  Therefore the best way to do that is to give you practical tasks such as undertaking a mock interview, making and selling products, creating TV and radio adverts etc.

How is your work assessed?

You will undertake 3 internal assessments known as NABs.  These last for 1 hour and are:

	Intermediate 1
	
	Intermediate 2

	Business Enterprise

Business Information and ICT

Business Decision Areas

Maximum marks 25
	
	Business Enterprise

Business Decision Areas: Finance and HRM

Business Decision Areas: Marketing and Operations

Maximum marks 40


You will also have an estimate examination which will be sat in January and the actual year end examination.

How do I know if this course is right for me?

Read through this list – if most of these apply to you then we look forward to seeing you in June.

· I like to know what is ‘going on’ in the world around me.

· I like to problem solve and undertake research by myself.

· I enjoy writing down my thoughts.

· I enjoy making use of ICT to create things like TV adverts, PowerPoints, own notes etc.

· I am a hard worker and enjoy being challenged.

· I like being part of a team.

· I enjoy taking part in enterprise activities.

Business Management: Higher

Why Business Management?
Business and enterprise are at the heart of national growth and development.  This is reflected in the importance of business education in colleges and universities today.  This course offers you the opportunity to acquire skills and knowledge which will allow you to participate in the complex world of business and information.  Whether or not you intend to have a career in business, the course will enable you to enhance your individual effectiveness.

What does the course involve?

There are five units in this course:

· Business Enterprise

· Business Decision Areas:  Marketing and Operations

· Business Decision Areas:  Finance and Human Resource Management

Examples of what you will learn about:

	                       Business Enterprise
	Business Activity in Contemporary Society
	· the role of business in society

· types and objectives of business organisations

· the role of enterprise and the entrepreneur

· stakeholders such as shareholders, customers and employees

· factors effecting the operation of business

· business as a dynamic activity

	
	Information and Information Technology
	· sources, types and value of information

· IT in business

· examples of IT

· business software

	
	Decision Making in Business
	· nature and types of decision making

· decision making model

· strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats (SWOT) analysis

· problems of structured models


	Internal Organisations
	· functional activities (eg marketing, finance)

· forms of organisational structure, such as hierarchical, centralised and decentralised

· aspects of organisational structure, such as the role of management

	Business Decision Areas – (Both Units)
	Marketing
	· marketing of products and services

· marketing mix (place and pricing strategies)

· target markets, niche marketing & market growth

· market research (eg surveys, questionnaires)

	
	Operations
	· input, process and output

· distribution and delivery

· types of production

· factors affecting quality

	
	Human Resource Management
	· changing patterns of employment 

· recruitment and selection

· training and staff development

· employee relations and legislative requirements

	
	Financial Management
	· cash flow – use, purpose and interpretation

· financial reporting, including balance sheets and profit and loss accounts

· ratio analysis, including gross profit/sales, return on capital and current ratio

· budgets – uses, monitoring and control 


The use of IT will feature greatly – word processing, spreadsheet, graphics, database will be applied as appropriate to your unit of study.

Industrial visits\speakers\enterprise events also play a vital part in developing your knowledge and understanding of Business Management.

How is your work assessed?

To pass the course, you must complete and gain a pass in both the Internal and External Assessments.

	Internal Assessment 

(chosen from a bank of national assessments set by the SQA)
	Business Enterprise – one assessment (NAB)
	all internal assessments marked by class teacher, moderated by SQA

	
	Business Decision Areas:

Marketing and Operations – one assessment (NAB)
	

	
	Business Decision Areas:

Finance and Human Resource Management – one assessment (NAB)
	

	External Assessment
	written examination set and marked by SQA


What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

A minimum of:

· Standard Grade Business Management at Credit Level or

· Intermediate 2 Business Management or its Units (A or B pass)

and

· Standard Grade English at Credit level, or

· Intermediate 2 English or its Units

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher BEIT
Computing: Intermediate 2

 

Why Computing?

Computing plays an increasingly important role in our work, home and leisure activities.  This course will provide you with an introduction to the fundamental principles and practice of computer systems.  The course is useful for those planning a career involving the use of computers but is also valuable in terms of general education and personal development.  

What does the course involve?

The course consists of three units.

· Computer Systems

This unit introduces you to the physical components of a computer system and examines how they function and work with each other.

· Software Development

This unit introduces you to the concepts and processes involved in producing computer programs.  It provides basic knowledge and skills in developing software through the use of a high level programming language. 

· Artificial Intelligence 
This unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the principles of Artificial Intelligence and practical skills and problem solving based on the development, applications and uses of Artificial Intelligence.

How is your work assessed?

The course has a combination of internal and external assessment:

	Internal 
	Set by SQA comprising of multiple choice paper and course work marked by your teacher.   Observation skills checklist

	External 
	Examination set and marked by the SQA 


What prior qualifications, if any, do I need for entry to this course?

A minimum of:

· Intermediate 1 Computing Studies (A or B pass) or

· Standard Grade Computing Studies at General level
or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher BEIT
Computing: Higher
Why Computing?

Are you planning a career involving computers? Looking at designing the next big game or the next facebook? Interested in sending robots to far off planets then this is the course for you.
What does the course involve?

The course consists of three units.

· Computer Systems

In this unit you will be learn about how the internal components of the computer operate. The current development trends of hardware and software – also looking at viruses.


Computer networks are also investigated.
· Software Development
Develop your own software and look at the industry standard process for creating and developing new software. The software language currently used is Visual Basic 08. Higher pupils will also have access to industry standard software through Microsoft.

· Artificial Intelligence
In this unit you will look at the history and constant development of artificial intelligence, neural networks – trying to mimic the human brain.  Looking at making computers see and hear and understand! 

Expert systems and robotics are investigated with the implications of they are used in our modern world. We will also use an artificial programming language to show these things in use.
How is your work assessed?

The course has a combination of internal and external assessment:

	Internal 
	Coursework – 30%

NAB tests to assess each unit.

Internally marked practical work

	External 
	Examination set and marked by the SQA  (70% of final mark)


Why prior qualifications, if any, do I need for entry to this course?

Entry:

· Intermediate 2 Computing (A or B pass)

· Standard Grade Computing Studies at Credit Level

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher BEIT

Information Systems: Intermediate 2

Why Information Systems?

Information and its associated technologies are having an ever-increasing role in many aspects of modern life affecting work, home and leisure activities.   
Work – Investigate the implications of computers in business. Looking at how computers assist businesses in making decisions, managing their resources.

Home/Leisure – Multimedia is forming an integral aspect of the home whether it is games, or learning to pass your driving test using multimedia training tools.
What does the course involve?

A number of themes will be developed throughout the course.   The course consists of three 40 hour units plus 40 hours flexible time.   It has 3 main areas:

· Using Information – Investigate the various types of software and how they can be used to present and manage information.
· Database Systems – introduces you to database software and you have the opportunity to design and implement a database system that could be used to support a business.
· Applied Multimedia – to develop multimedia applications that could be sued for a wide variety of audiences and applications.

How is your work assessed?

To pass the course, you must complete and gain a pass in both the Internal and External Assessment.

How is your work assessed?

The course has a combination of internal and external assessment:

	Internal 
	Coursework – 30%

NAB tests to assess each unit.

Internally marked practical work

	External 
	Examination set and marked by the SQA  (70% of final mark)


What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
No computing qualifications required other than in interest in developing your skills and a willingness to work hard.
Information Systems:  Higher

Why Information Systems?

Information and its associated technologies are having an ever-increasing role in many aspects of modern life affecting work, home and leisure activities.  
Work – Investigate the implications of computers in business. Looking at how computers assist businesses in making decisions, managing their resources.

Home/Leisure – Multimedia is forming an integral aspect of the home whether it is games, or learning to pass your driving test using multimedia training tools.
What does the course involve?

A number of themes will be developed throughout the course.   The course consists of three 40 hour units plus 40 hours flexible time.   It has 3 main areas:
· Using Information – Investigate the various types of software and how they can be used to present and manage information.
· Database Systems – introduces you to database software and you have the opportunity to design and implement a database system that could be used to support a business.
· Applied Multimedia – to develop multimedia applications that could be sued for a wide variety of audiences and applications.

How is your work assessed?

To pass the course, you must complete and gain a pass in both the Internal and External Assessment.

How is your work assessed?

The course has a combination of internal and external assessment:

	Internal 
	Coursework – 30%

NAB tests to assess each unit.

Internally marked practical work

	External 
	Examination set and marked by the SQA  (70% of final mark)


What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
A minimum of:

· Intermediate 2 Information Systems (A or B pass) or

· Standard Grade Computing Studies at Credit level
or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher BEIT

Graphic Communication :  Intermediate 2

Why Graphic Communication?

Communication in all its forms is vital to society.  Graphic communication is a means of passing on information graphically and is used in various forms in many aspects of life including education, industry and commerce.  This course is designed to increase your awareness of the use of graphics and to learn about the technology used to create them.  It provides a useful basis for further study and/or employment in a range of related fields.

What does the course involve? 

The course consists of three 40-hour units plus 40 hours flexible time.

Technical Graphics 1

In this unit you will learn to

· draw isometric, planometric and oblique views of everyday items

· construct and draw views of right prisms, pyramids, cylinders and cones in orthographic projection

· sketch perspective views and apply freehand illustration techniques

Technical Graphics 2

In this unit you will learn to

· produce sketches and drawings of everyday items and locations

· produce drawings of assemblies and sectional views in orthographic projection, working from orthographic or pictorial details of components

· apply knowledge of British Standards conventions in the production of orthographic and location drawings

Computer Graphics

In this unit you will learn to

· produce orthographic and pictorial drawings using a computer-aided draughting package

· produce computer-rendered drawings for promotional purposes using an illustration package

· produce single or double page layouts using a desktop publishing pack

· demonstrate knowledge associated with computer graphics.
How is your work assessed?
The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher and external assessment in the form of

· an examination, set and marked by the SQA

· a computer graphics folio, internally assessed and externally moderated by the SQA

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
It is recommended that pupils wishing to study this subject are expected to have attained one of the following

· Standard Grade Graphic communication at General Level 3 or 4

· Standard Grade Art & Design at General or Credit level

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Design & Technology
Graphic Communication:  Higher

Why Graphic Communication?

Communication in all its forms is vital to society.  Graphic Communication is a means of passing on information graphically and is used, in various forms, in many aspects of life including education, industry and commerce.  This course is designed to make you aware of the use of graphics and learn about the techniques used to create them.  It allows you to further develop the skills and Knowledge acquired at Standard Grade.

What does the course involve? 

The course is made up of three compulsory 40-hour units plus 40 hours flexible time.

Technical Graphics 1

In this unit you will learn to 

· apply manual techniques of pictorial representation to suit subject matter

· apply manual techniques of geometric constructions in the generation of orthographic drawings

· apply manual techniques of illustration and presentation to give emphasis and realism to graphic presentations

Technical Graphics 2

In this unit you will learn to

· apply manual techniques of orthographic projection to produce drawings of components, assemblies and locations in third angle projection

· apply the principles of dimensioning to orthographic drawings

· demonstrate knowledge of the use of graphic communication within a typical company structure.

Computer Graphics

In this unit you will learn to

· produce orthographic and pictorial drawings using a computer-aided draughting system

· produce computer-rendered drawings using an illustration/paint package

· demonstrate knowledge of desk-top publishing by producing single and double page layouts

· demonstrate the application of 3D drawing and modelling software

· demonstrate knowledge of the industrial and commercial applications of computer aided graphics

How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
It is recommended that pupils wishing to study this subject are expected to have attained:

· Standard Grade Graphic Communication at Credit Level

· Intermediate 2 Graphic Communication

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Design & Technology.
Graphic Communication:  Advanced Higher

Why Graphic Communication?

The course aims to allow you to develop both manual and computer graphic skills and understanding beyond those involved in Higher Graphic Communication.  This will provide you with an insight into the way in which information presented graphically is an integral part of communication through business and industry as well as in the consumer environment.  Experience will enable you to apply principles of composition in the production of a computer produced presentation.  Where facilities are available for the use of presentation media, such as on-screen presentations, you will be encouraged to utilize these facilities.

By undertaking this course you will extend you knowledge and understanding of geometric constructions in the generation of orthographic drawings, 2-point measured perspective drawings, CAD, CAG and general visual literacy in an industrial and commercial context.

What does the course involve?

Three compulsory units plus 40 hours flexible time.

Technical Graphics (20 hours)

The purpose of the unit is to further develop manual skills in 2-point measured perspective and geometric constructions used in the generation of orthographic drawings.

· Apply manual techniques of geometric constructions to produce orthographic drawings.

· Apply manual techniques of 2-point measured perspective to architectural settings.
Computer-Aided 3D Modeling Visualisation and Presentation (60 hours)

The purpose of the unit is to develop computer-aided graphic skills to produce 3D surface and solid models.

· Create 3D Computer-Aided Design surface models.

· Create 3D Computer-Aided Design solid models.

· Produce Computer-Aided drawings from a 3D Computer-Aided Design model.

· Produce Computer-Aided rendered images from 3D Computer-Aided Design model.

Computer-Aided Graphic Presentation (40 hours)

The purpose of this unit is to develop an understanding of the principles of effective visual communication related to industrial and commercial practice, and to apply these principles in the production of a Graphic Presentation.

· Evaluate the application of design principles in professional graphics presentations.

· Design and produce a professional Graphic Presentation for a client group.

· Desktop Publishing characteristics are identified and their functions described correctly.

How is your work assessed?

Units are assessed internally by your teacher/lecturer in accordance with SQA guidelines.

The course is assessed by an external examination set and marked by the SQA and also includes the completion of a Computer-Aided 3D Modelling Folio and a Computer-Aided Graphic Presentation.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
It is recommended that pupils wishing to study this subject are expected to have 

· Higher Grade Graphic Communication at grades A or B.

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Design & Technology.
Woodworking Skills: Intermediate 1 / 2

Why Woodworking Skills?

This is a practical course, particularly suitable if you are hoping to have a career in the construction industry.  It may also be useful to you if you are interested in learning about materials and technology and in developing craft skills as a hobby.  Making things from wood gives you a sense of achievement and the course in general helps to build your confidence and self discipline.

What does the course involve?

There are three units in the course:

Bench Skills 1: Wood Flat Frame Construction

In this unit you are required to

· acquire knowledge of a range of tools, materials and processes

· make a range of basic joints that are commonly used in the production of flat frame joinery

· manufacture a flat-framed wooden product from a working drawing

Bench Skills 2: Wood Carcass Construction

In this unit you are required to

· select and use woodworking tools for specific purposes and acquire knowledge of a range of tools, materials and processes

· make a range of basic woodworking joints that could be used in a wide range of carcass joinery constructions

· manufacture a carcass or box product from a working drawing

Machining and Finishing: Wood

In this unit you are required to

· acquire knowledge of associated tools, materials and processes

· learn to set up and use a range of common machine and power tools in accordance with safe working practice

· manufacture a machined component from a working drawing

· learn to use various finishing techniques including a range of surface preparations such as planning and sanding

How is your work assessed?

Course work is assessed internally in accordance with SQA guidelines.  In addition students have to complete a project for examination by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
It is recommended that pupils wishing to study this subject are expected to have some previous experience in craft skills.

English and Communication: Intermediate 1

Why English?
Being able to read, speak and write well in English is the key to success in many aspects of life and work. Skills in English are important in many school/college subjects and essential in many occupations. This course provides you with purposeful reading, writing, talking and listening. These activities enable you to improve and extend your communication skills and also help you to enjoy the English Language in prose, poetry and drama.

What does the course involve?
You must complete two units in this course, Language Study and Literary Study are compulsory units. 

Language Study
This unit is centred on writing of different kinds and also covers a wide range of related reading, including informative, expressive, creative and imaginative texts.

Literary Study
This unit is centred on the reading of literature and your responses to it. A variety of texts are studied from at least two of four categories - prose fiction, poetry, drama and mass media. One of these works must be Scottish. 

How is your work assessed?

Final presentation depends upon success in National Assessments throughout the year.  The end of year exam consists of two papers – Close Reading and Critical Essay - each worth 40% of the marks.

A Folio of Writing, developed over the course of the year, is externally assessed and worth 20% of the final marks.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

·        Pass at Access 3 – Grade 5 or 4 in Reading and Writing in Standard Grade

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher English.

English and Communication: Intermediate 2

Why English?
Being competent in English is the key to success in many aspects of life and work. Skills in English language and communication are important in many school, college and university courses and essential in many occupations. A qualification in English is often required for entry to further and higher education. This course aims to improve and extend your language and communication skills and broaden your experience of English literature in prose, poetry and drama. 

What does the course involve?

Language Study 
This unit is centred on writing of different kinds and also covers a wide range of related reading including informative, expressive, creative and imaginative texts. It develops and extends skills you have gained in Standard Grade English. Competence in reading skill is necessary as texts are studied closely and analysed for quality and style of writing, meaning and information. 

Literary Study
This unit is centred on reading literature and making critical responses to it. It builds on the skills and experience you have gained in Standard Grade English. You are asked to study a wide variety of texts from at least three of these categories – prose fiction, poetry, drama and mass media. One of these texts will be Scottish. You are required to respond to texts that are new to you, as well as those that have been studied closely in class. 

How is your work assessed?

Final presentation depends upon success in National Assessments throughout the year.  The end of year exam consists of two papers – Close Reading and Critical Essay - each worth 40% of the marks.

A Folio of Writing, developed over the course of the year, is externally assessed and worth 20% of the final marks.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

· A or B at Intermediate 1

· Grade 3 in Reading and Writing at Standard Grade level

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher English.

English: Two Year Higher Course (Year 1)

Why Higher English?

Being competent in English is the key to success in many aspects of life and work.   Skills in English language and communication are important in many school, college and university courses and essential in many occupations.   A qualification in English is often required for entry to further and higher education.   This course aims to improve and extend your experience of English literature in prose, poetry and drama.

A Higher course delivered over two years – Intermediate 2 examination being taken in S5 and presentation for Higher in S6 – allows students to develop their skills in a progressive and targeted manner.

Rather than following two separate courses – for example studying one set of play, novel and poetry in S5 and another in S6 - the same Higher texts are studied over two years (the novel, for example, begun in S5 being revisited in S6; the play being studied in S6; the study of Poetry and shorter Fiction and Non-Fiction being spread over the two year course).

In years where there are two Two Year Higher classes, staff work closely together to ensure that both classes cover similar work to avoid repetition and to maximise subject choice in S6.

Overall, this should maximise focus at the expense of additional work given by taking the same route in two separate classes.

English: Two Year Higher Course (Year 2)

Why Higher English?

Being competent in English is the key to success in many aspects of life and work.   Skills in English language and communication are important in many school, college and university courses and essential in many occupations.   A qualification in English is often required for entry to further and higher education.  This course aims to improve and extend your experience of English literature in prose, poetry and drams.

Following on from the study of the novel last session, the focus of the course this year will be the Drama text to be studied for Higher.   The novel study begun in S5 will be revised and revisited in S6 (the study of Poetry and shorter Fiction and Non-Fiction is spread over the two year course).

Although pupils might not be able to remain with the same teacher over the Two-year course, staff have worked closely together to ensure that both classes cover similar work to avoid repetition and to maximize subject choice options in S6.

Fuller details given under English: Higher

English: Higher
Why English?
Being competent in English is the key to success in many aspects of life and work. Skills in English language and communication are important in many school, college and university courses and essential in many occupations. A qualification in English is often required for entry to further and higher education. This course aims to improve and extend your experience of English literature in prose, poetry and drama.

What does the course involve?
Language Study 
This unit is centred on writing of different kinds and also covers a wide range of related reading, including informative, expressive, creative and imaginative texts. A high level of reading skill is required as all texts are studied closely and analysed for quality and style of writing, meaning and information.

Literary Study 

This unit is centred on the reading of literature and making critical responses to it. You are asked to study a wide variety of texts from at least three of these categories -

prose fiction, poetry, drama and mass media. One of these texts will be Scottish. You are required to respond to texts that are new to you, as well as those you have been studying closely in class.

How is your work assessed?

Final presentation depends upon success in National Assessments throughout the year.  The end of year exam consists of two papers – Close Reading and Critical Essay - each worth 40% of the marks.

A Folio of Writing, developed over the course of the year, is externally assessed and worth 20% of the final marks.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

·        Credit in Reading and Writing in Standard Grade A or B at Intermediate 2 level.

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher English.

English: Advanced Higher

Why English?
This course is designed to build on the knowledge and skills that you have gained in Higher English, and allow you to pursue particular interests and strengths in more specialised areas of study.  The course presents considerable academic and personal challenges and requires you to think and work independently.  It provides a sound base for further study of English and also gives you a level of linguistic competence, which is extremely valuable for a wide range of other studies and employment situations.

What does the course involve?

The course consists of two mandatory 40 hour units (English: Specialist Study and English:  Literary Study) and one optional 40 hour unit (to be selected from English: Textual Analysis or English: Creative Writing).

English: Specialist Study

This unit places considerable emphasis on independent study, which demands a high degree of initiative and responsibility.  Several broad fields of study are open to you such as

· literature

· local folklore and literature

· literature and language

· language studies

· media studies

In response to an approved topic you will be required to

· select, study, analyse and respond to texts of your own choice drawn from literature or the media.
or

· identify, investigate and analyse an appropriate linguistic or oral communication topic
or 

· research an area which combines some of the above fields of study.
· A dissertation of 3500 – 4500 words on your approved topic is required as evidence of attainment in the Specialist Study.
English: Literary Study

In this unit you are required to study and respond to texts in two of the following categories:

· drama

· poetry

· prose fiction

· prose non-fiction

The texts must be selected from the list of authors and texts specified by the SQA.

English: Textual Analysis

This unit is designed to develop your skills in responding critically to unseen literary texts.

You will be required to study and respond to a range of texts in at least two of the following genres

· prose fiction

· prose non-fiction

· poetry

· drama

Creative Writing

The particular focus of this unit is on language purposes related to the creative expression of feelings and ideas.

You will study and respond to the main concerns and processes of creative writing in a variety of texts, genres and media.

You will be involved in a variety of activities such as

· tutorial groups

· creative writing workshops

· group discussion

· collaborative writing

· discussion of drafts

· use of stimuli and literary models

· workshops with visiting authors
· identification and manipulation of point of view

· constructing and manipulating different forms

· group and personal reading of texts

· analysing literary devices and effects

· experimenting with different forms of writing.

Throughout the course you will be involved in a variety of language activities such as:
· exploratory reading and re-readings of texts

· note-making and ‘marking the text’

· identifying, analysing and discussing key features of texts

· exploring critical concepts through reading, discussion and direct teaching

· formulating and presenting critical ideas in discussion papers and essays.

· participating in tutorials, seminars and reading workshops

How is your work assessed?

Units are assessed internally in accordance with SQA guidelines.

The course is assessed externally by the SQA. The requirements for this

are:

· Specialist Study: submission of dissertation

· Literature, Scottish Literature, Textual Analysis: written examinations

· Creative Writing: submission of a folio of two pieces of creative


writing in different genres

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· A pass in Higher English at A,B or C 

· Enthusiasm for the subject

· Desire to explore a wider range of literature
or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher English.

Hospitality - Practical Cookery: Intermediate 2

Why hospitality?

The Hospitality industry is an important part of the Scottish economy. The Hospitality and Tourism industries are rapidly expanding and demand trained personnel from operative through to management levels.

The course in Practical Cookery is suitable for students who are interested in food and enjoy cooking or may be considering a career in the hospitality industry.

Entry to the course
· A pass at Intermediate 1 Hospitality or

· A genuine interest in pursuing a career in the food industry

What does the course involve?
The course consists of three units:

· Unit 1 - Practical Cookery Skills for the Hospitality Industry

· Unit 2 - Food Preparation for Healthy Eating

· Unit 3 - Foods of the World

· Practical External Assessment

The course is designed primarily as a practical course and aims to provide the development of techniques and skills required for food production appropriate to today’s home and hospitality situations.

Once all three units have been completed, the pupils will have an opportunity to complete the RHEIS Elementary Food Hygiene Certificate.  This is recognized by employers and enables pupils to work in the food industry.

How is your work assessed?

To gain the award of the course the student must pass all the unit assessments as well as the external assessment. These are both written & practical.

External Assessment is a practical cookery assignment which involves cooking a 3 course meal over 2 hours.  


Recreational Physical Education

Why Physical Education?

Recreational Physical Education is available to Pupils in S5 by choice.  Pupils opting to follow a Recreational PE programme in S5 will receive 1 or 2 periods per week of PE.  Pupils opting into core PE may follow a Higher Grade or Intermediate 2 course in Physical Education in addition.  In S5 Physical Education you continue to learn how to organise and motivate yourself and other people and improve your communication skills. This can really boost your confidence and help you in work, education and life.  
Entry to the course

There are no entry requirements for Recreational PE, any pupils who are interested in PE can choose Recreational PE.

Course Outline

In S5 pupils will decide upon the activities that they take part, in allowing them experiences that are based on their individual strengths and interests. 

Assessment

There is no formal assessment of this course. Pupils are required to organise and participate in a range of activities of their choice.
Physical Education: Intermediate 2 

Why Intermediate 2 Physical Education?
Improving your performance!  This course offers you the opportunity to study Physical Education at a challenging level and to build on previous skills and performance. You will develop knowledge and understanding that you will be able to apply in order to improve your overall performance.  Physical Education makes an important contribution to a balanced education and may help you to progress to further education or employment. The course aims to develop individual abilities and to enhance your personal and social development.

The course is based on practical skills which means you will acquire this knowledge and understanding through participating in the activities.  The activities that you will participate in will be decided through consultation with the group and the teacher.  You will take part in between two and four activities depending on the strengths of the group.

Entry to the course
Course Outline
The course consists of two compulsory units which are not taught separately but with an integrated approach. 
Physical Education: Performance 
This unit builds on your previous performance to improve skills and techniques in 4.
Physical Education: Analysis and Development of Performance
This unit is divided into three areas (studied each through a different sport):
(
Skills and Technique – how you learn and develop skills to improve performance.

(  
Structures, strategies and composition – how you employ tactics to improve performance.

(  
Preparation of the body – aspects of fitness and how they can be improved to enhance performance.
The work of this unit requires you to:
· observe, record and analyse performance 

· apply knowledge and understanding 

· monitor a programme of work 

· evaluate the analysis and development process. 
How am I assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher/lecturer and external examination of the Question Paper.

You are assessed in each of the units separately and your final mark is based on the weighting: Practical performance - 50%, analysis of performance - 50%

If you have any other questions regarding the course, please see a member of the PE department.

Entry to this course
· Standard Grade English at General 3 or above/ Int 1

· Intermediate 1 PE

Physical Education : Higher
Why Higher Physical Education?
Improving your performance!  This course offers you the opportunity to study Physical Education at a challenging level and to build on previous skills and performance. You will develop knowledge and understanding that you will be able to apply in order to improve your overall performance.  Physical Education makes an important contribution to a balanced education and may help you to progress to further education or employment. The course aims to develop individual abilities and to enhance your personal and social development.

The course is practically based which means you will acquire this knowledge and understanding through participating in the activities.  The activities that you will participate in will be decided through consultation with the group and the teacher.  You will take part in between two and four activities depending on the strengths of the group.

Entry to the Course 
· Intermediate 2 Physical Education

· Standard Grade English at Credit level 
· Intermediate 2 English

What does the course involve?

Course Outline

The course consists of two compulsory units which are not taught separately but with an integrated approach. 
Physical Education: Performance 
This unit builds on your previous performance to improve skills and techniques in 4 activities
Physical Education: Analysis and Development of Performance
This unit is divided into three areas (studied each through a different sport):

(
Skills and Technique – how you learn and develop skills to improve performance.

(  
Structures, strategies and composition – how you employ tactics to improve performance.

.

(  
Preparation of the body – aspects of fitness and how they can be improved to enhance performance.

The work of this unit requires you to:

· Observe, record and analyse performance 

· Apply knowledge and understanding 

· Monitor a programme of work 

· Evaluate the analysis and development process. 
How am I assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher/lecturer and external examination of the Question Paper.
You are assessed in each of the units separately and your final mark is based on the weighting: Practical performance - 40%, analysis of performance - 60%
Physical Education: Level 2 Award in Community Sports Leadership

Why Sports Leaders Award Level 2?
The Sports Leaders Award is a suitable course if you have an interest in sport and physical activity, and are willing to contribute to the sport and physical activity provision in your community.  The course will prepare and encourage you to take responsibility for others, to develop organisational and communication skills and to develop your confidence in leading others within a sport and physical activity setting.  The award is a recognised qualification which is highly regarded by the service and leisure industries as well as further education establishments.
Entry to the Course

· 16 years old or over

· An interest in leading sport and/or physical activity sessions

What does the course involve?

Course Outline

The course is divided into the following eight units of work, all of which must be completed in order to gain the qualification.

Unit 1:
Contribute to organising and delivering a sports activity session

Unit 2: 
Establish and maintain a safe sporting activity

Unit 3:  
Understand the structure of sport and recreation at local, regional and national level

Unit 4: 
Understand and lead fitness sessions

Unit 5: 
Demonstrate principles and practice in running sporting events and competitions

Unit 6: 
Demonstrate principles and practice in adapting sports activities

Unit 7: 
Plan a series of appropriate sporting activities

Unit 8: 
Demonstrate leadership skills in the community

Assessment 
The course is assessed internally by the tutor using a combination of verbal questioning, observation and written evidence. 

Mathematics
 :  Personal Finance Award

The Personal finance Award at SCQF Level 4 is jointly awarded by the Scottish Qualifications Authority and the ifs School of Finance. It equips candidates with skills to understand and manage money throughout their lives
Why deliver this qualification
The importance of financial education in schools is now widely recognized as an important and necessary life skill for young people. The Personal Finance Award will equip candidates with the skills to be able to cope confidently and effectively with basic financial encounters as well as managing money.
Structure
The Personal Finance Award consists of two 40 hour Units set at SCQF Level 4:
· The Principle of Money – candidates will gain an understanding of what ‘money’ is and where is comes from

· Money Management – it will prepare candidates to deal with bills and budgeting 
Who should study the qualification
Standard Grade 4, 5 or 6 in S4
Assessment 

The qualification is designed for outline testing via SQA SOLAR. A paper for each unit will also be available 

· Money Management end of unit test is an outline objective test of 20 questions, candidates mush achieve 60% to pass the Unit

· The Principles of Money end of unit test is an outline objective test of 25 questions candidates must achieve 60% to pass the unit.

Mathematics
 :   Intermediate 2

Why Mathematics?

This course enables you to build on your previous mathematical experience in S3 and S4.   Some abstract concepts are included as well as mathematical techniques which are useful in everyday life.

What does the course involve?

The course is made up of three units in total.

UNITS

Mathematics 1 ~  this unit includes:
· calculations involving percentages

· using formulae to find volumes of 3D shapes

· linear relationships

· algebraic expressions

· circle calculations

Mathematics 2 ~ this unit includes:

· trigonometry including Sine and Cosine rules

· simultaneous linear equations

· graphs, charts and tables

· statistics and probability

Mathematics 3 ~ this unit includes:

Includes skills necessary for the study of Higher Maths including

· algebraic manipulation, surds and indices

· quadratic functions and equations

· trigonometric functions and equations

How is your work assessed?

This course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· Standard Grade 2 or 3 or ‘A’ pass at Intermediate 1 in S5

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Maths
Mathematics:   Higher

Why Mathematics?

This course enables you to build on your previous mathematical experience in the areas of algebra, geometry and trigonometry and introduces you to elementary calculus.  The study of Mathematics provides you with many valuable skills.  It is often very important when seeking employment or entry to further or higher education and is an important part of your general education.

What does the course involve?

The course is made up of three units.

Mathematics 1

This unit includes

· the gradient and equation of a straight line

· sketching and identifying related functions and graphs

· composite functions

· solution of trigonometric equations

· basic differentiation and recurrence relationships

Mathematics 2

This unit includes

· quadratic theory and the Remainder Theorem

· basic integration

· use of the addition formulae in trigonometry

· the equation of a circle and tangency

Mathematics 3

This unit includes

· vectors in three dimension and the scalar product

· further differentiation and integration

· properties of exponential and logarithmic functions

· further trigonometric relationships

How is your work assessed?

This course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher and an external examination set and marked by the SQA

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· Standard Grade 1 or Standard  Grade 2 (at both elements: knowledge and understanding, reasoning and enquiry) 

or 

· ‘A’ pass at Intermediate 2 in S5

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Maths
Mathematics   :   Advanced Higher

Why Mathematics?

Advanced Higher Mathematics builds on your mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding and enables you to integrate your knowledge of different aspects of the subject.  The course offers depth and breadth of mathematical experience and provides a sound basis for progression to further study of employment in the areas of mathematical and physical sciences, computer science engineering, biological and social sciences, medicine, accounting, business and management.

What does the course involve?

The basic course is made up of three units.

· The units build on the mathematical knowledge and skills gained at Higher Level.

· At the moment we offer Advanced Higher Pure Maths Units 1,2 and 3.
Mathematics 1 

Content of the unit includes

· algebra

· differentiation

· integration

· properties of functions

· systems of linear equations

Mathematics 2 

Content of the unit includes

· further differentiation

· further integration

· complex numbers

· sequences and series

· elementary number theory and methods of proof.

Mathematics 3 

Content of the unit includes
· vectors in three dimensions

· matrix algebra

· further sequences and series

· further ordinary differential equations

· further number theory and further methods of proof.

How is your work assessed?

Units are assessed internally by your teacher/lecturer in accordance with SQA guidelines.

This course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher and an external examination set and marked by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· A or B pass at Higher

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Maths

French Intermediate 2

Why French?

The aim of this course is to allow you to develop your skills in French in useful and relevant contexts. The four skill areas are listening, speaking, reading and writing. You will also learn about France and the customs and way of life of the French people.
As a member of the European Union, Britain has many business and trade links with France and every year many British people enjoy holidays in France. This makes the course extremely useful, both for various career paths and your personal use. 

Course Outline

The course consists of one compulsory 80 hour unit and one 40 hour unit taken from a choice of two options, plus 40 hours flexible time.
Compulsory Unit 

Language

This unit is designed to build on your previous learning and increase your skills in the French language. By improving your ability in speaking and writing, you will learn to express your point of view and exchange ideas in French. Three themes provide the framework for learning – Lifestyles; Education and Work; the Wider World.

Lifestyles

Main topics are 

· family and friends 

· leisure

Education and Work

· The main topic is

· school/college

The Wider World

· holidays and travel 

· tourism

Throughout these themes a variety of source material will be used including magazines and newspapers, TV and film extracts, narrative texts and work related correspondence.

Optional Units  
At Meldrum Academy one of the following two options will be followed-

Personal Communication

This unit focuses on the reading and writing skills needed to communicate with a French speaking person mainly in the form of letter writing. The content relates to the Lifestyles and Education and Work themes developed in the Language unit. 

Extended Reading or Viewing

The purpose of this unit is to encourage candidates to study source materials in French and to discuss the themes raised in both spoken and written form.  The assessment task is to write a summary of the text or film chosen, expressing also a personal response to the text/film.

Assessment
The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by your teacher (one NAB in each of the four skills – Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing) and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA. 

The Speaking assessment is dual-purpose – it acts as an internal assessment but is moderated by the SQA, with the marks then going towards the final grade.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
This is at the discretion of the school but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the following

· Standard Grade French at General level 

· Intermediate 1 French units or course 

· an equivalent qualification.

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Modern Languages
French:  Higher

Why French?

The purpose of this course is to enable you to develop your ability to use the French language in useful and relevant contexts. The four skill areas are listening, speaking, reading and writing. In addition, the course provides you with knowledge of France and the customs and way of life of the French people. 

Since the establishment of the Single European Market in 1992, many companies require employees who are fluent in one or more European language. Higher French is therefore an extremely useful course for a variety of career paths. It is also valuable for your general education and personal development.

Course Outline

The course consists of one compulsory 80 unit and one 40 hour unit taken from a choice of two options, plus 40 hours flexible time. 

Compulsory Unit

Language
This unit is designed to build on your previous learning and increase your skills in the language. You will learn to express your point of view and exchange ideas with increasing confidence and accuracy. Three themes provide the framework for learning-

Lifestyles; Education and Work; the Wider World.

· Lifestyles

Main topics are

· family, friends and society 

· leisure and healthy living

· Education and Work

Main topics are

· school/college 

· careers 

· The Wider World

Main topics are 

· holidays and travel 

· tourism

 Optional Units

These units are designed to develop further particular language skills in line with your personal or vocational needs or interests. At Meldrum Academy, students will be studying the Extended Reading & Viewing option -

Extended Reading or Viewing

The purpose of this unit is to encourage candidates to study source materials in French and to discuss the themes raised in both spoken and written form.  The assessment task is to write a personal response to the film studied, “Les choristes”.

Assessment

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by your teacher (one NAB in each of the four skills – Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing) and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA. 

The Speaking assessment is dual-purpose – it acts as an internal assessment but is moderated by the SQA, with the marks then going towards the final grade.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· Standard Grade French at Credit level including the Writing award at grades 1 or 2 

· Intermediate 2 French units or course. 

· An equivalent qualification.
    
or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Modern Languages
French:  Advanced Higher
Why French?

The aim of this course is to allow you develop your existing ability in the four language skill areas of listening, speaking reading and writing. You will have the opportunity to acquire greater fluency, flexibility and accuracy in the language and widen your knowledge of French literature and culture.
Since the establishment of the Single European Market in 1992, many companies are seeking employees with fluency in one or more European languages. Advanced Higher French is extremely valuable for many career paths, for entry to higher or further education and for your general education and personal development. 

What does the course involve?

The course is made up of one compulsory 80 hour unit and one 40 hour unit chosen from two options. Each centre will decide, in the light of the expertise of staff and the interests of the students, which of the options to offer, or whether both should be made available. It is not necessary for you to follow the same option as you studied at Higher level.

Language (80 hours)

This unit builds on your prior learning and develops all language skills for use in a range of purposes. The content of the unit is defined in three main themes:

Personal, social and cultural issues

· patterns of family life 

· media and the arts

Topical and cultural issues

· European issues 

· issues relating to countries where the language is spoken

Environmental issues

· pollution 

· conservation

Throughout the unit, you will have the opportunity to use your speaking and writing skills in discussion and debate on these issues.

Extended Reading / Viewing (40 hours)
Extended Reading / Viewing provides the opportunity to extend your reading of literary texts, with or without the related videos or films. We currently study “Le Silence de la mer” by Vercors and “Rhinocéros” by Ionesco.
Assessment

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by your teacher and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA. The external Speaking assessment is conducted and marked by a Visiting Examiner.  Candidates also have to produce a folio of two essays (in English) based on the texts studied.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· an A or B pass at Higher French

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Modern Languages
German:  Intermediate 1/2
 

Why German?

This course is designed to help you to build on your foreign language skills in reading, speaking, listening and writing. It may also be a suitable entry level for beginners to the subject. 

The themes of all units are practical and interesting. They are designed to be useful to you when travelling on holiday, or if you should find work in a travel related industry. This course should broaden your horizons by providing insight into the culture and way of life in another country.
(Depending on progress made, some pupils may be able to achieve Intermediate 2) 
Course Outline

The course is made up of three units

Personal and Social Language

This unit focuses on language relating to your personal life and circumstances. Subject areas include

· lifestyles – self, family, friends, colleagues, home, accommodation, personal belongings, region, amenities. 

· education/work – daily routine at work/school/college 

· free time – leisure activities, interests, TV,  social events, weather.

Transactional Language

This unit deals with the wider world and includes topics such as 

· travel 

· accommodation – hotels, hostels , campsites 

· shopping – food, drink, numbers, prices 

· eating out – restaurant, café.

Language in Work (Intermediate 1)
This unit deals with language needed in work-related circumstances, either in this country or abroad. Topics include -

· working with tourists or visitors from abroad 

· office work 

· tourist information office 

· place of other personal employment
Personnel Communication (Intermediate 2)
The unit focuses on the reading and writing skills needed to communicate with a German speaking person mainly in the form of letter writing.
Assessment

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by your teacher (one NAB in each of the four skills – Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing) and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA. 

The Speaking assessment is dual-purpose – it acts as an internal assessment but is moderated by the SQA, with the marks then going towards the final grade.

Writing is a compulsory assessable element at Intermediate 1.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
Entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Modern Languages
Spanish: Intermediate 1

Why Spanish?

This course is designed to help you to build on your foreign language skills in reading, speaking, listening and writing. It may also be a suitable entry level for beginners to the subject. 
The themes of all units are practical and interesting. They are designed to be useful to you when travelling on holiday, or if you should find work in a travel related industry. This course should broaden your horizons by providing insight into the culture and way of life in another country.

 

Course Outline

The course is made up of three units

Personal and Social Language

This unit focuses on language relating to your personal life and circumstances. Subject areas include

· lifestyles – self, family, friends, colleagues, home, accommodation, personal belongings, region, amenities. 

· education/work – daily routine at work/school/college 

· free time – leisure activities, interests, TV, social events, weather.

Transactional Language

This unit deals with the wider world and includes topics such as 

· travel 

· accommodation – hotels, hostels , campsites 

· shopping – food, drink, numbers, prices 

· eating out – restaurant, café.

Language in Work

This unit deals with language needed in work-related circumstances, either in this country or abroad. Topics include -

· working with tourists or visitors from abroad 

· office work 

· tourist information office 

· place of other personal employment

Assessment

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by your teacher (one NAB in each of the four skills – Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing) and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA. 

The Speaking assessment is dual-purpose – it acts as an internal assessment but is moderated by the SQA, with the marks then going towards the final grade.

Writing is a compulsory assessable element at Intermediate 1.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· At least two units of a Modern Language at Access 3 

· Standard Grade Modern Language at grades 5 or 6

· an equivalent qualification.

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Modern Languages.
Spanish: Intermediate 2
Why Spanish?

The aim of this course is to allow you to develop your skills in Spanish in useful and relevant contexts. The four skill areas are listening, speaking, reading and writing. You will also learn about Spain and Spanish speaking countries, their customs and way of life.

As a member of the European Union, Britain has many business and trade links with Spain and every year many British people enjoy holidays in Spain and South America is also emerging as a strong economic and business force. This makes the course extremely useful, both for various career paths and your personal use. 

Course Outline

The course consists of one compulsory 80 hour unit and one 40 hour unit taken from a choice of two options, plus 40 hours flexible time.

Compulsory Unit 

Language

This unit is designed to build on your previous learning and increase your skills in the Spanish language. By improving your ability in speaking and writing, you will learn to express your point of view and exchange ideas in Spanish. Three themes provide the framework for learning – Lifestyles; Education and Work; the Wider World.

Lifestyles

Main topics are 

· family and friends 

· leisure

Education and Work

The main topic is

· school/college

The Wider World

· holidays and travel 

· tourism

Throughout these themes a variety of source material will be used including magazines and newspapers, TV and film extracts, narrative texts and work related correspondence.

Optional Units – 

At Meldrum Academy the following option will be followed-

Extended Reading or Viewing

The purpose of this unit is to encourage candidates to study and discuss source materials in Spanish.  The assessment task is to write a summary of the text or film under five headings. We currently study the film ‘El laberinto del fanno’ (Pan’s Labyrinth).
Assessment
The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by your teacher (one NAB in each of the four skills – Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing) and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA. 

The Speaking assessment is dual-purpose – it acts as an internal assessment but is moderated by the SQA, with the marks then going towards the final grade.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· Standard Grade Modern Language at General level 

· Intermediate 1 Modern Language units or course 

· an equivalent qualification

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Modern Languages
Spanish: Higher 

Why Spanish?
The purpose of this course is to enable you to develop your ability to use the Spanish language in useful and relevant contexts. The four skill areas are listening, speaking, reading and writing.  In addition, the course provides you with knowledge of Spain and Spanish speaking countries and their customs and way of life.

Since the establishment of the Single European Market in 1992, many companies require employees who are fluent in one or more European language and South America is emerging as an economic and business force.  Higher Spanish is therefore an extremely useful course for a variety of career paths.  It is also valuable for your general education and personal development.

Recommended entry level

This is at the discretion of the school but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the following:

· Standard Grade Spanish at Credit Level including the Writing Award at Grades 1 or 2.

· Intermediate 2 Spanish units or course.

· An equivalent qualification.

Course Outline

The course consists of one compulsory 80 unit and one 40 hour unit taken from a choice of two options, plus 40 hours flexible time.

Compulsory Unit

Language

This unit is designed to build on your previous learning and increase your skills in the language.  You will learn to express your point of view and exchange ideas with increasing confidence and accuracy. Three themes provide the framework for learning:
Lifestyles: Education and Work; the Wider World

Lifestyles 

Main topics are:

· Family, friends and society

· Leisure and healthy living

Education and Work

Main topics are

· School/college

· Careers

The Wider World 

Main topics are

· Holidays and travel 

· Tourism

Optional Units

These units are designed to develop further particular language skills in line with your personal or vocational needs or interests.  At Meldrum Academy, students will be studying the Extended Reading and Viewing option. 
Extended Reading and Viewing

The purpose of this unit is to encourage candidates to study source materials in Spanish and to discuss the themes raised in both spoken and written form.  The assessment task is to write a personal response to the text or film chosen.  We currently study the film ‘El laberinto del fauno’ (Pan’s Labyrinth)

Assessment

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by your teacher (one NAB in each of the four skills – Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing) and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA. 

The Speaking assessment is dual-purpose – it acts as an internal assessment but is moderated by the SQA, with the marks then going towards the final grade.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· Standard Grade Spanish at Credit level including the Writing award at grades 1 or 2 

· Intermediate 2 Spanish units or course. 

· An equivalent qualification.
    
or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Modern Languages
Spanish:  Advanced Higher
Why Spanish?

The aim of this course is to allow you develop your existing ability in the four language skill areas of listening, speaking reading and writing. You will have the opportunity to acquire greater fluency, flexibility and accuracy in the language and widen your knowledge of Spanish literature and culture.
Since the establishment of the Single European Market in 1992, many companies require employees who are fluent in one or more European language and South America is emerging as an economic and business force.  Advanced Higher Spanish is therefore an extremely useful course for a variety of career paths.  It is also valuable for your general education and personal development.

What does the course involve?

The course is made up of one compulsory 80 hour unit and one 40 hour unit chosen from two options. Each centre will decide, in the light of the expertise of staff and the interests of the students, which of the options to offer, or whether both should be made available. It is not necessary for you to follow the same option as you studied at Higher level.

Language (80 hours)

This unit builds on your prior learning and develops all language skills for use in a range of purposes. The content of the unit is defined in three main themes:

Personal, social and cultural issues

· patterns of family life 

· media and the arts

Topical and cultural issues

· European issues 

· issues relating to countries where the language is spoken

Environmental issues

· pollution 

· conservation

Throughout the unit, you will have the opportunity to use your speaking and writing skills in discussion and debate on these issues.

Extended Reading / Viewing (40 hours)
Extended Reading / Viewing provides the opportunity to extend your reading of literary texts, with or without the related videos or films. 

Assessment

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by your teacher and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA. The external Speaking assessment is conducted and marked by a Visiting Examiner.  Candidates also have to produce a folio of two essays (in English) based on the texts studied.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· an A or B pass at Higher Spanish

· or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Modern Languages


 
Drama: Intermediate 2

Why Drama?

This course is designed for anyone who has an interest in Drama, whether from a personal, vocational or academic point of view, or a combination of these.  Throughout the course you will use a variety of drama, theatre and production techniques to explore a range of issues, topics and themes.  The activities and experiences involved in the course contribute to your personal growth by developing self-awareness, confidence and social and communication skills.

In addition to having studied Drama in S3/4 you may wish to consider this course if you have followed Standard Grade English at General level.

What does the course involve?

The course is made up of three compulsory 40 hour units plus 40 hours enhancement time.

Drama Skills

This uses creative drama activities to explore social attitudes and issues.  Activities include:

· role-play

· characterisation

· evaluation

· devising

Throughout the unit you will develop skills in 

· creative drama

· co-operating

· communicating

· problem solving

Theatre/Production Skills

This unit involves the study and use of a range of theatre production skills such as:

· textual analysis

· designing

· implementing technology

· acting

Throughout the unit you will develop skills in

· co-operating

· communicating

· evaluating

Production

In this unit you will work with others to stage a small-scale production.  You will be involved in:

· planning and designing

· implementing technology

· acting 

Throughout the unit you will develop skills in 

· teamwork

· communicating

· evaluating

How will I be assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal and external assessment.

A folio of work is assessed by the teacher in accordance with SQA guidelines.  An assignment and practical examination are set and marked by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

· General level Drama and English 

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Performing Arts.
Drama:  Higher

Why Drama?

This course is designed for anyone with a keen interest in Drama.  It is designed to give you knowledge and understanding of many aspects of theatre through the investigation of relationships, issues and topics.  In addition, the course will further develop your acting skills and increase your experience of theatrical performance.  The activities and experiences involved in the course contribute to your personal growth by developing self-awareness, confidence and social and communication skills.

The course is ideal for anyone looking to communication and media related careers, and is recognised as a desirable qualification for Law at degree level. 

In addition to having studied Drama in S3/4 at credit level you may consider this course if you have followed Standard Grade English at credit level.

What does the course involve?

The course consists of three compulsory 40 hour units plus 40 hours enhancement time.  Acting is an integral part of the course and is included in every unit.  The external acting exams make up 40% of the overall assessment of this course.

Investigative Drama

In this unit you will work with others to use creative drama skills to investigate and explore a theme, topic or issue.  This will involve:

· devising drama

· taking individual directorial responsibility for a section

· presenting the end-product to an audience

Study of a Text in its Theatrical Context

In this unit you will investigate a text in its historical, social and theatrical context in order to explore how the text could be communicated through performance.  This is done from the point of view of both actor and director.

In this unit you will be involved in:

· workshops around the text

· small scale presentations

· acting a character from the text for a visiting examiner

Contemporary Scottish Theatre

In this unit you will be involved in 

· exploring a range of plays/productions

· developing skills in analysing and appreciating specified trends and issues in contemporary Scottish theatre

· acting a character from  a contemporary Scottish text for a visiting examiner

How will I be assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal and external assessment

A folio of work is assessed in school/college by the teacher in accordance with SQA guidelines.  A written examination and acting examination are set and marked by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· Credit English

· Credit Drama

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Performing Arts.
Drama:  Advanced Higher

Why Drama?

Drama at Advanced Higher level is a demanding course which offers high level opportunities at a professional standard for creating live theatre for an external audience, while also providing university recognized academic challenge through the assignments and exam content.

Chiefly you will be focusing on the nature of theatre as a form as much as generating content.  You will exercise ultimate control over your own expression as director and as an actor; developing your ideas on both roles through reflection on and rigorous exploration into the work of two of Theatre’s major practitioners.

As in Higher, criticism of live theatre will form a substantial aspect of your study and the analysis of this along with famous productions in theatre history will hone your powers of analysis and independence of thought.

The course is highly suited to students looking to careers in acting, directing and theatre skills.  Also, due to its demanding level of analysis Advanced Higher Drama is respected by university courses in English, Philosophy, History, Psychology and also the Sciences.

What does the course involve?

The course is made up of three units.

Devised Drama 

In this unit you are required to

· devise a dramatic presentation on a chosen theme using source material such as film, TV/radio programs, plays or poetry

· use practical skills to independently devise and complete the dramatic presentation

· perform your piece to a live audience 

· write an evaluative report of the dramatic presentation.

Twentieth-Century Theatre – Theories of Performance 

This unit gives you an overview of twentieth century theories of directing and acting through a study focused on two of the following leading practitioners:  Konstantin Stanislavski, Edward Gordon Craig, Max Reinhart, Vsevolod Meyerhold, Jacques Copeau, Erwin Piscator, Antonin Artaud, Bertold Brecht, Peter Brook, Augusto Boal and Jerzy Grotowski.

This unit will form the basis for the written exam and an internally assessed NAB based on theatre production in relation to one of the studied practitioners.

This course requires some out of hours visits to the theatre at either evenings or weekends

Topics covered include

· the rise of the director

· theories, conventions and practices

· influences

· productions

· target audiences

· social, historical and political contexts

· staging and playhouse architecture

· theatrical effects

Special Study 

In this unit you will opt to specialise in one of the following aspects of performance

· acting

· direction

· design

The study is based on a prescribed text and covers

· the social and historical context of the chosen text

· the theatrical context of the chosen text

· the process of deriving performance concepts

· techniques of acting, directing or designing.

How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by

· a written examination, set and marked by the SQA

· a practical examination of the Special Study assessed by a visiting SQA examiner

· internal assessment of the Devised Drama folio.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

· Grade ‘A’ pass in Higher Drama

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Performing Arts.
Media Studies: Intermediate Course
Why Media Studies?

This course is designed for anyone who has an inquiring mind as to what makes a media product, whether it’s a film, television programme, newspaper or advert.   It enables you to understand the nature of media and become an active critic of media messages rather than simply a passive consumer.  The elements of production and analysis are taught together throughout the course: Media Analysis, to help you understand how media is made; and Media Production, to then produce quality media yourself.

The focus of the course is in developing your media literacy, and also in learning how to put into words your understanding and creative ideas.  The production element will be offered through digital video and you will have the opportunity to create a short fiction movie or advert.

This is a great course for those who have an interest in how media constructs the reality in which we live and would like to develop their own technical, artistic and analytical skills.  Being a good team worker would be a great advantage as media production is not a solo affair.

Course Requirements

Having an interest in media such as film, television and press would be a great advantage. Success in the Film and Media Short Course in S4 or the Digital Imagery Short Course in S3 would both be good experiences for this course.  Having Standard Grades at General or Credit level in one or more of the following would also be an advantage: English; Art; Drama and Modern Studies.

What does the course involve?

The course is made up of three compulsory 40 hour units plus 40 hours enhancement time:
· Media Analysis: Fiction

· Media Analysis: Non-fiction

· Media Production
Media Analysis: Fiction   

This unit is focused around the study of fictional media, in this course we will look at the fiction film.  You will be studying a film in terms of its social, institutional, technological and audience aspects.   

Media Analysis: Non-fiction

This complimentary unit is focused on understanding advertising and how it is constructed for a variety of audiences. We will look at the institutions adverts and news are made by, the technology used and how the media reflect society.

Aspects of Media Analysis

Categories

- the medium. purpose, form and genre 

Language 

- the codes, signs and ordering of meaning

Narrative

- how structures and conventions are used in story making

Representation 
- portrayal in terms of race, gender, class etc.

Audience 

- recognising a target audience and how other audiences might
            react

Institution 

- ownership and control of media organisations

Technology

- how it affects the making, distributions and receiving of media

Media Production

In this unit you will be creating a media product from a brief.  This will be either fiction in the form of a short film; or non fiction in the form of an advert. You will be part of a team and will contribute to planning based on the brief and co-operate with others in creating the product.  Having creative ideas and the ability to set and meet deadlines are essential. 

How will I be assessed?

Analysis Units and Examination 
You will be required to create a written response to a NAB assessment for both your fictional and non-fictional texts. External assessment is by a written question paper, and by an Unseen Analysis of a piece of media written in exam conditions.

Production Unit
For the production unit you will be assessed by a practical checklist and by a NAB evaluation.

Music: Intermediate 2
Why Music?

This course provides you with the opportunity to develop interests which contribute to your personal development, enhance your quality of life and provide the skills and knowledge required for further study and enjoyment of music.

What does the course involve?

COMPULSORY UNIT 

Composing and Listening 

This unit offers opportunities to 
· invent music drawing on all the knowledge and skills learned so far – arranging and improvising may be included where appropriate

· listen to music which is relevant and related to practical experiences

How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by your teacher and external assessment by the SQA

Performance

Inventing

Assessed by your teacher

Listening

Assessed by sitting a listening paper in May.

OPTIONAL UNITS – one to be selected

1.
Music with Performing 

These units provide the opportunity to develop performance skills on two instruments or voice.

You are required to play on two instruments to a visiting examiner in a solo and/or group situation.

2.
Music with Technology

Performance on one instrument\voice which is recorded and MIDI Sequencing folio or Sound Engineering and Production folio.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· A General Grade 3 at Standard Grade 

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Performing Arts.
Music: Higher

Why Music?

This course makes a valuable contribution to your general education and personal development by providing you with the opportunity to develop interests that will enhance your quality of life.   It also allows you to develop the skills and knowledge required if you wish to proceed to further study and/or follow a career in music.

What does the course involve?

The course consists of three units – two compulsory units and one unit from a choice of options.  You can choose one of two course routes – Music with Performing or Music with Technology.

COMPULSORY UNITS

Music: Composing

The emphasis in this unit is on practical musical activity which will allow you to develop aural perception, musical imagination, sensitivity and discrimination.  You will

· invent music with evidence of originality, creativity, planning and good use of compositional techniques such as the deployment of selected concepts; arranging and improvising may be included where appropriate

· broaden and deepen your creative skills

This element is assessed by your teacher

Music: Listening

The emphasis in this unit is on listening to music which is relevant, related to practical experiences and based on a conceptual approach.  You will

· consolidate and extend your conceptual understanding of music

· broaden and deepen your listening skills

· demonstrate enhanced ability to relate sound to printed music.

This element is assessed by a Listening Paper in May

OPTIONAL UNITS – one to be selected

1.
Music with Performing 

This unit provides the opportunity to develop performance skills on an instrument or voice.

You are required to play on two instruments to a visiting examiner in a solo and/or group situation.
2.
Music with Technology

You are required to present a performance on one instrument\voice which is recorded and either MIDI Sequencing Folio or Sound Engineering and Production folio.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

· Credit pass Standard Grade Music 

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Performing Arts.
Music: Advanced Higher

Why Music?

The course provides you with the opportunity to develop musical versatility and particular areas of interest.  You can gain understanding of music as a powerful medium of communication with a strong influence throughout the modern world.  Flexibility within the overall structure allows you to select a stimulating course, well matched to your individual interests and needs.  Emphasis is placed on the study of music through practical activities which will expose you to a variety of cultures.

What does the course involve?

The course consists of three units – two compulsory units and one unit from a choice of options. You can choose one of two course routes – Music with Performing or Music with Technology.

COMPULSORY UNITS
Music: Composing

This unit will offer opportunities to:

· invent original music with evidence of originality, creativity, planning and good use of compositional techniques such as the deployment of selected concepts; arranging and improvising may be included where appropriate

· to extend their creative skills through a more in-depth approach

You will compile an audio folio of composition(s) throughout the course, which is assessed by your teacher.

Music: Listening

This unit will offer opportunities to:

· listen to music which is relevant, related to practical experiences and based on a conceptual approach; to demonstrate enhanced ability to relate sound to printed music and to select two works for study in greater depth.

· extend your listening skills through a more in-depth approach

· identify appropriate musical concepts and comment on their development with perception
You will produce a written commentary on two or more works of between 1500 and 2000 words, as well as two short Related Reports in preparation for this.

This element is assessed by a Listening Paper in May

OPTIONAL UNITS – one to be selected

Music: Performing

This unit allows you to

· develop performance skills in a wide range of styles, in solo or group situations, on one of the following combinations:  one instrument/voice and accompanying; one instrument and voice or two instruments.

· build on previous work to achieve a higher level of skill

· broaden your musical experience and skills

You are required to play on two instruments to a visiting examiner in May (please note this is different to Standard Grade and Higher).

Music: Performing with Technology

This unit allows you to

· develop performance skills in a wide range of styles, in solo or group situations, on one instrument or voice

· develop skills in the use of MIDI sequencing 

· produce audio folios of performances using MIDI sequencing to record, edit and mix pieces of music using a computer

You are required to present a performance on one instrument\voice which is recorded, and a MIDI Sequencing Folio or Sound Engineering and Production Folio.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

·  Grade ‘A’ pass at Higher Music

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Performing Arts.
Biology:  Intermediate 2

Why Biology?

The 21st century offers many biological challenges. New knowledge in areas such as genetics, molecular biology and the environment have effects on human society and the environment all over the planet.  Studying biology gives you the skills and opportunities to help improve human knowledge and understanding in today’s world, and encourages positive attitudes to others and the environment.  It therefore makes a very useful contribution to your general education and personal development.  A course in Biology will provide a broad knowledge base and practical skills that can be very useful for a wide range of careers or allow you to move on to a higher level of study.

What does the course involve? 

The course consists of three units of work:

Living Cells

This unit involves the study of

· structure and function of cells 

· diffusion and osmosis in plant and animal cells 

· enzyme action 

· aerobic and anaerobic respiration 

· photosynthesis

Environmental Biology and Genetics

This unit involves the study of

· ecosystems and aspects of environmental biology including fieldwork.

· factors affecting variety in species including reproduction, genetics, genetic engineering etc.

Animal Physiology 

This unit involves the study of 

· mammalian nutrition 

· control of the internal environment 

· circulation of blood and gas exchange in lungs and body tissues

· sensory mechanisms and processing of information.

 
How is your work assessed? 

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA.

Regular homework is an essential part of this course.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· Intermediate 1 – A or B

· Standard Grade 3\4
or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Science.

Please note, as this is a fairly demanding course you will need a good work ethic.  Homework is an essential part of the course.
Biology:  Higher

Why Biology?

This course is designed help you to develop knowledge and skills which will form a basis for further study or employment related to Biology. It provides a broad-​based study of a wide range of biological topics which show the importance of Biology as an investigative science and as a basis for study in many applied fields. The course develops an understanding of the way in which biological principles can be applied to issues facing the individual and society and encourages positive attitudes to others and the environment.

What does the course involve?

The course consists of three units of work.

1) Cell Biology

This unit involves the study of

· cell structure in relation to function

· photosynthesis

· energy release

· synthesis and release of proteins

· cellular response in defence in animals and plants

2) Genetics and Adaptation

This unit involves the study of

· variation

· selection and speciation

· animal and plant adaptations

Control and Regulation 

This unit involves the study of

· the control of growth and development

· physiological homeostasis

· population dynamics

3) How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment for each unit by the teacher and external examination, set and marked by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· Intermediate 2 at least C

· Standard Grade 1\2

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Science.

If you do not have a prior qualification in Biology you will need to demonstrate a good work ethic, for example obtaining a pass in another science Higher.  Otherwise you would need to do Intermediate 2 Biology.
Human Biology:  Higher

Why Human Biology?

Human Biology has wide range of appeal and interest because of its relevance to people. The course is designed to enable you to develop an understanding of the way biological principles can be applied to many issues facing individuals and society today, such as health care and increasing population. The biological skills and knowledge you acquire will help you to become a confident citizen in a technological world where Biology has a crucial role to play.

What does the course involve?

The course is made up of three units.

Cell Function and Inheritance

This unit provides knowledge and understanding of 

· the role of enzymes in cell metabolisms

· protein synthesis 

· energy transfer 

· cell transport

· cellular response in defence 

· inheritance.

The Continuation of Life

This unit provides knowledge and understanding of  

· reproduction

· development

· transport mechanisms

· delivery of materials to cells

· removal of materials from the blood

· regulating mechanisms

Behaviour, Populations and the Environment

This unit provides knowledge and understanding of

· nervous system and memory

· behaviour

· population growth and the environment

How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment for each unit by the teacher and external examination, set and marked by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

As this Higher is very demanding we recommend only those pupils with very good passes at Intermediate 2 Biology consider it.  Otherwise we would recommend Higher Biology as an alternative. 

· Intermediate 2 at least B

· Standard Grade 1\2

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Science.
Biology:  Advanced Higher

Why Biology?

Advanced Higher Biology covers a wide range of biological topics which build on concepts developed in Higher Biology or Higher Human Biology.  The course content forms the basis for study in applied fields of Biology and further study or employment in areas related to Biology.  It also enables you to develop understanding of the ways in which biological principles can be applied to the issues facing the individual and society and fosters positive attitudes to others and the environment.  In addition, the course provides opportunities for you to improve your problem solving and investigative skills and develop your practical abilities.

What does the course involve?

The course is made up of two mandatory 40 hour units, a 20 hour investigation and one 20 hour unit selected from a choice of three optional units.

Cell and Molecular Biology

This unit involves the study of

· structure, function and growth of prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells

· structure and function of cell components

· molecular interactions in cell events

· applications of DNA technology.

Environmental Biology

This unit involves the study of

· circulation in ecosystems

· interactions in ecosystems

· human impact on the environment.

Biology Investigation

You will have the opportunity to select a topic for in-depth study.

OPTIONAL UNITS – ONE TO BE CHOSEN
Biotechnology

In this unit you will learn about

· biotechnological techniques 

· applications of biological processes.

Animal Behaviour

In this unit you will learn about

· measuring behaviour 

· development of behaviour 
· behavioural interactions.

Physiology, Health and Exercise

In this unit you will study

· exercise and the cardiovascular system 

· exercise and metabolism.

How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment for each unit by the teacher and external examination, set and marked by the SQA.  The investigation report is also externally assessed and contributes towards the final grade.
What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

· Higher A\B

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Science.
Chemistry:  Intermediate 2

Why Chemistry?

This course is designed to provide a broad coverage of key concepts in Chemistry and demonstrates the relevance of Chemistry in our everyday lives. It provides a bridge between Standard Grade Chemistry at General level and further study at Higher. In addition it provides you with background knowledge and problem solving skills which are valuable in a wide range of career paths.

What does the course involve?

Building Blocks

This unit develops knowledge and understanding, problem solving skills and practical abilities in the context of

· substances

· reaction rates

· the structure of the atom

· bonding, structure and properties 

· chemical symbolism

· the mole

Carbon Compounds

This unit develops knowledge and understanding, problem solving skills and practical abilities in the context of

· fuels

· nomenclature and structural formulae 

· reactions of carbon compounds

· plastics and synthetic fibres
· natural products

Acids, Bases and Metals

This unit develops knowledge and understanding, problem solving skills and practical abilities in the context of

· acids and bases

· salt preparation

· metals
How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment for each unit by the teacher and external examination, set and marked by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

· Intermediate 1 Chemistry - A or B

· Standard Grade 3 or 4 Chemistry

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Science.
Please note, as this is a fairly demanding course you will need a good work ethic.  Homework is an essential part of this course.
Chemistry:  Higher

Why Chemistry?

The study of Chemistry at Higher can make an important contribution to your knowledge and understanding of the physical and natural world.  The course provides a good basis for further study in Chemistry or related subjects, such as environmental and food sciences.  It also provides valuable background knowledge for training in many areas of health and technology.

What does the course involve?

The course is made up of three units  

Energy Matters 

This unit develops knowledge and understanding, problem solving skills and practical abilities in the context of

· reaction rates 

· enthalpy

· patterns in the periodic table 

· bonding, structure and properties 

· the mole

The World of Carbon

This unit develops knowledge and understanding, problem solving skills and practical abilities in the context of

· fuels

· nomenclature and structural formulae

· reactions and uses of carbon compounds 

· polymers and natural products.

Chemical Reactions

This unit develops knowledge and understanding, problem solving skills and practical abilities in the context of

· the chemical industry 

· Hess's Law and equilibrium

· acids and bases 

· redox reactions

· nuclear chemistry

How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment for each unit by the teacher and external examination, set and marked by the SQA
What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

· Intermediate 2 Chemistry - A, B or C

· Standard Grade 1 or 2 Chemistry

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Science.
If you do not have a prior qualification in Chemistry you will need to demonstrate a good work ethic, for example obtaining a pass in another Science Higher.  Otherwise you would need to do Intermediate 2 Chemistry.

Chemistry:  Advanced Higher

Why Chemistry?

This course provides insight into the underlying theories of Chemistry and develops the practical skills used in a laboratory.  The study of chemistry at this level can make a major contribution to your knowledge and understanding of the natural and physical environment and you will have the opportunity to develop the skills of independent study and thought that are essential in a wide range of subjects and occupations. Advanced Higher Chemistry is particularly relevant if you wish to progress to degree courses, either in chemistry, or in subjects of which chemistry is a major component, such as medicine, chemical engineering or environmental science. The course also provides a sound basis for direct entry to chemistry related employment. 
What does the course involve?

The course is made up of one three units, and a Chemical Investigation. 
Electronic Structure and the Periodic Table

In this unit you will develop knowledge and understanding, problem solving skills and practical abilities in the contexts of

· electronic structure 

· chemical bonding 

· some chemistry of the Periodic Table.

Principles of Chemical Reactions 

In this unit you will develop knowledge and understanding, problem solving skills and practical abilities in the contexts of 

· stoichiometry and chemical equilibrium 

· thermochemistry and reaction feasibility 

· electrochemistry and kinetics.

Organic Chemistry 

In this unit you will develop knowledge and understanding, problem solving skills and practical abilities in the contexts of

· permeating aspects of organic chemistry 

· systematic organic chemistry 

· stereoisomerism 
· structural analysis 

· medicines
Chemical Investigation 

In this unit you will develop your investigative, problem solving, numeracy and communication skills by carrying out a short chemical investigation. 

How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment for each unit by the teacher and external examination, set and marked by the SQA.  A report on the chemical investigation is also externally assessed and contributes towards the final grade.
What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

· Higher level A or B

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Science.
Physics:  Intermediate 2

Why Physics?

This course is designed to increase your knowledge and understanding of the facts, ideas, techniques and applications of Physics.  It provides you with the opportunity to develop skills such as experimenting, investigating and analysing.  You will use these skills to find solutions to scientific problems.  The study of Physics is valuable for a wide range of career paths and makes a useful contribution to your general education.

What does the course involve?

The course consists of two complete units, and two half units.  
Mechanics and Heat (1 Unit)

This unit involves the study of 

· kinematics

· dynamics

· momentum and energy 

· heat

Electricity and Electronics (1 Unit)

This unit involves the study of

· circuits

· electrical energy

· electromagnetism

· electronic components

Waves and Optics (½ Unit)

This unit involves the study of

· waves

· reflection

· refraction

Radioactivity (½  Unit)

This unit involves the study of

· ionizing radiations and dosimetery

· half life and safety

· nuclear reactors
How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment for each unit by the teacher and external examination, set and marked by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· Intermediate 1 Physics A or B

· Standard Grade Physics 3 or 4

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Science.
Please note, as this is a fairly demanding course you will need a good work ethic.  Homework is an essential part of this course.
Physics:  Higher

Why Physics?

This course is designed to increase your knowledge and understanding of the concepts of Physics and its many applications in modern society. It provides the opportunity to develop skills necessary to find solutions to scientific problems, such as experimenting, investigating and analysing, and gives a deeper insight into the structure of the subject. The course makes a valuable contribution to your general education and provides a sound basis for further study at a more advanced level.  

What does the course involve?

The course consists of three units.

Mechanics and Properties of Matter

This unit involves the study of

· vectors

· equations of motion

· Newton's Second Law, energy and power 

· momentum and impulse

· pressure and density 

· gas laws

Electricity and Electronics

This unit involves the study of

· electric fields and resistors in circuits

· alternating current and voltage

· capacitance

· analogue electronics

Radiation and Matter

This unit involves the study of

· waves

· refraction of light,

· optoelectronics and semiconductors

· nuclear reactions,

· dosimetry and safety
How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment for each unit by the teacher and external examination, set and marked by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

· Standard Grade 1 Physics or 2

· Intermediate 2 Physics A – C Grade

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Science.

If you do not have a prior qualification in Physics, you will need to demonstrate a good work ethic, for example obtaining a pass in another Science higher.  Otherwise you would need to do Intermediate 2 Physics.
Physics:  Advanced Higher

Why Physics?

This course is designed to provide you with a deeper understanding of the nature of Physics and its applications.  It builds on the skills, attitudes and abilities developed at Higher level and provides a challenging experience for those who wish to study the subject in greater depth. The study of Physics Advanced Higher encourages an interest in current developments and applications of physics. 

What does the course involve?

The course is made up of four compulsory units..

Mechanics 

Topics studied in this unit include

· kinematic relationships and relatavistic motion 

· angular motion, rotational dynamics and gravitation 

· simple harmonic motion and waves - particle duality.

Electrical Phenomena 

Topics studied in this unit include

· electric fields  and electromagnetism 

· motion in a magnetic field 

· self inductance and forces of nature.

Wave Phenomena 

Topics studied in this unit include

· waves 

· interference – division of amplitude 

· interference – division of wavefront 

· polarisation.

Physics Investigation 

In this unit you are required to carry out an investigation and produce a report of your findings.  This involves planning, organisation, designing experiments, collection and analysis of information. 
How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment for each unit by the teacher and external examination, set and marked by the SQA.  A report on the investigation is also externally assessed and contributes towards the final grade.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?

· Higher – A or B Grade 

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Science.
Geography:  Intermediate 1/2

Why Geography?

This course is designed to enable you to use geographical analysis to develop a detailed understanding of important aspects of the world today. This involves studying the ways that people and the environment interact, and examining the environmental issues that arise in a rapidly changing world. Throughout the course you will have opportunity to develop a wide range of skills including research, evaluation and presentation, IT, mapping and statistics.

What does the course involve?

The course consists of 3 units.

Unit one: Physical Environments

This unit covers the following landscape types

· Glaciated and limestone uplands

· Coastlines of erosion and deposition

· Upland limestone landscapes

· River landscapes

Unit two: Human Environment

Global case studies are drawn from economically more developed and economically less developed countries.

Unit three: Environmental Interactions (2 from the list below)

· Rural land degradation global context – deforestation and desertification

· Detailed study of the management of one river basin global context

· European environmental inequalities

· Levels of development and health

· Global environmental hazards – study a tropical storm and an earthquake and a volcanic eruption

How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher and an external assessment, set and marked by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
S4 and S5: Expect to achieve an overall General level in Standard Grade Geography or in another Social Subject and an equivalent level in English.

S5 into S6: Expect to pass Intermediate 1 or 2 in another Social Subject at Grade C or better and the equivalent in English or have a Higher in any other subject\s at grade C or better.

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Social Subjects.
Geography:  Higher

 

Why Geography?

This course is designed to enable you to use geographical analysis to develop a detailed understanding of important aspects of the contemporary world. This involves studying the ways that people and the environment interact and examining the environmental issues that arise in a rapidly changing world.

  

What does the course involve?

The course consists of three units:

Geography: Physical Environments
The four sub-sections are:

· Atmosphere:
 
the characteristics and effects of the atmosphere 


on global and regional scales.

· Hydrosphere:
the hydrological cycle, fluvial landforms and 




landscapes. 

· Lithosphere: 
the development of regional landscapes, processes 



of slope formation.

· Biosphere:

soils, vegetation.

Geography: Human Environments

The four sub-sections are:

· Population geography demographic systems, population change, migration.

· Rural geography agricultural systems, rural landscapes, rural change. 

· Industrial Geography industrial systems, industrial landscapes, industrial change.

· Urban Geography urban systems, functions and structures, urban change.

Geography: Environmental Interactions 

· This unit is divided into two groups each containing three applications. You will be required to study at least two applications, one from each group. These are: River Basin Management; Development and Health.

 

How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by your teacher/lecturer and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA.
What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
S4 into S5: Expect to achieve a Standard Grade 1 or 2 for KU in Geography or in another social subject and be capable of 1 year Higher English.

S5 and S6:  Expect to achieve B+ at Intermediate 2 in Geography or the equivalent in another social subject and B+ at Intermediate 2 or above in English

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Social Subjects.
.
Geography  :  Advanced Higher

Why Geography?

The course aims to give you an objective understanding of many aspects of the contemporary world which are a concern to all citizens.

Advanced Higher Geography provides you with a sound base from which to pursue further or higher education as well as enhancing your general education and personal development.

What does the course involve?

3 compulsory units 

Geographical methods and techniques

Including – fieldwork survey / measurement and recording techniques

· statistical awareness

· production and interpretation of maps and diagrams

Geographical Study

In this unit you are required to plan, research and analyse a topic in depth and present your findings in a 3000 world report.

Geographical Issues

This unit deals with the analysis of key geographical issues from the environmental interactions unit of Higher Geography.

How is your work assessed?
Written examination.  A folio of coursework which consists of two pieces of work.

The two components of the course will be weighted 30:70.  The folio will account for 40% (Geographical Study)
and 30% (Geographical Issues)

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· A Higher pass in Geography and Higher English at grade C or above

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Social Subjects.
History  :  Intermediate 1/2

 

Why History?

This course is designed to enable you to increase the breadth and depth of your knowledge and understanding of historical themes through a range of period contexts. It is also intended to enable you to develop skills in explaining historical developments and events, evaluating sources and drawing conclusions. The course makes a valuable contribution to your general education and personal development.

 

What does the course involve?

The course consists of three units all drawn from the context of the medieval period:

· Historical Study: Scottish and British

· Historical Study: European and World

· Scottish History

Medieval History
Historical Study: Scottish and British History
· Medieval History – Murder in the Cathedral: crown, church and people.
Historical Study: European and World

·  Medieval History – The cross and the crescent: The First Crusade 1096 - 1125
Scottish History

· Wallace and Bruce 1286 - 1328
How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher/ lecturer and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
S4 and S5: Expect to achieve an overall General level in Standard Grade History or in another Social Subject and an equivalent level in English.

S5 into S6: Expect to pass Intermediate 1 or 2 in another Social Subject at Grade C or better and the equivalent in English or have a Higher in any other subject\s at grade C or better.
  or entry at the discretion of the Principal Teacher Social Subjects.
History  :  Higher

 

Why History?

The aim of this course is to provide breadth and depth in your knowledge and understanding of historical themes through a study of chosen period contexts. It is also intended to enable you to develop skills in explaining historical developments and events, evaluating sources and drawing conclusions.

  

What does the course involve?

The course consists of three units all drawn from the context of the medieval period:

· Historical Study: Scottish and British

· Historical Study: European and World

· Scottish History

Medieval History
Historical Study: Scottish and British History
· Medieval History - Church, State and Feudal Society
Historical Study: European and World

·  Medieval History - The Crusades 1071-1204
Scottish History

· The Wars of Independence - 1286-1328
How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher/ lecturer and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
S4 into S5: Expect to achieve a Standard Grade 1 or 2 for KU in History or in another social subject and be capable of 1 year Higher English.

S5 and S6:  Expect to achieve B+ at Intermediate 2 in History or the equivalent in another social subject and B+ at Intermediate 2 or above in English.

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Social Subjects.
History    :  Advanced Higher

Why History?

This course is designed to add to the breadth and depth of your knowledge and understanding of historical concepts through a chosen historical context.  It also aims to develop your skills in evaluating events and sources and making judgments.  The historical research unit will enhance your skills in planning, researching, preparing and presenting an independent study.

What does the course involve?
The course is made up of two units, Historical Study (80 hours) and Historical Research.
Historical Study

In this unit you will be required to:

· apply knowledge and demonstrate understanding of historical developments, events and issues

· explain, analyse and evaluate historical developments, events and issues

· evaluate complex sources with reference to their provenance and context

· evaluate complex sources with reference to their wider historical context.

The work of the unit will be based on the topic:

‘The House Divided’ : USA 1850 – 65

Historical Research 

This unit requires you to carry out an in-depth study of a historical topic and write a dissertation on it.  The dissertation should be around 4000 words.  The work will enhance your research and presentation skills and encourage the more sophisticated skills of:

· source analysis

· sustained reasoning and independent study

How is your work assessed?

Units are assessed internally by your teacher/lecturer in accordance with SQA guidelines.  The award is based on a written examination, set and marked by the SQA and by external assessment of the dissertation.
What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· a Higher pass in History and Higher English at grade C or above

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Social Subjects.
Modern Studies:  Intermediate 1/2

 

Why Modern Studies?

This course gives you the opportunity to increase your knowledge of contemporary issues within the UK and the wider world and to develop deeper understanding of political and social affairs. Modern Studies also contributes to your general education and personal and social development by looking at the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democratic society and the moral and ethical responsibilities of citizens.

 

What does the course involve?

The course consists of three units:

· Political Issues in the UK

· Social Issues in the UK

· International Issues

Political Issues

· Government and Decision Making in Scotland

Social Issues

· Crime and the Law in Society

International Issues

·  The Republic of South Africa
How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by your teacher/lecturer and an external examination by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
S4 and S5: Expect to achieve an overall General level in Standard Grade Modern Studies or in another Social Subject and an equivalent level in English.

S5 into S6: Expect to pass Intermediate 1 or 2 in another Social Subject at Grade C or better and the equivalent in English or have a Higher in any other subject\s at grade C or better.

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Social Subjects.
Modern Studies:  Higher

 

Why Modern Studies?

This course gives you the opportunity to increase your knowledge of contemporary issues within the UK and the wider world and to develop deeper understanding of political and social affairs. Modern Studies also contributes to your personal and social development by looking at the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democratic society and the moral and ethical responsibilities of individuals.

 

What does the course involve?

The course consists of three units:

Political Issues in the United Kingdom

In this unit you will study two study themes:

· Devolved Decision Making in Scotland

· Electoral Systems, Voting and Political Attitudes

Social Issues in the UK

In this unit you will study one study theme:

· Wealth and Health inequalities in the United Kingdom

International Issues
In this unit you will study two study themes:

· The United States of America

· The Politics of Development in Africa

How is your work assessed?

The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by your teacher/lecturer and an external examination, set and marked by the SQA.

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
S4 into S5: Expect to achieve a Standard Grade 1 or 2 for KU in Modern Studies or in another social subject and be capable of 1 year Higher English.

S5 and S6:  Expect to achieve B+ at Intermediate 2 in Modern Studies or the equivalent in another social subject and B+ at Intermediate 2 or above in English.

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Social Subjects
Modern Studies: Advanced Higher
 

Why Modern Studies?

The Advanced Higher Modern Studies course allows you to build on your previous knowledge and understanding of political, social and international issues and the theories underpinning them. It also provides you with the opportunity to develop the critical skills of analysis, synthesis and evaluating and carry out your own independent research in a self-selected area of study based around the topic of law and order.

What does the course involve?

The course consists of two units:

· Political and Social Issues (80 hours) 
· Practical Research 

Political and Social Issues

In this unit you will study one study theme: Law and Order and Research Methods
This study theme is based on a study of three from the following four contexts:

· Theories of Law and Order 

· Crime and Public Disorder in the UK 

· Responses to Crime and Public Disorder in the UK 

· The Penal System.

In the study theme there is a section involving critical evaluation of research methods which gives you the opportunity to assess the validity of research findings.  

This course requires a real interest in the subject as extensive background reading is required.

 

Practical Research (40 hours)

In this unit you are required to carry out an investigation leading to the production of a dissertation based on a law and order topic. The research should be from primary sources where appropriate. This gives you an opportunity to develop investigative skills in a social science context.


Core Skills

· H Problem Solving

(Critical Thinking, Planning and Organising, Reviewing and Evaluating)

 

How is your work assessed?

Units are assessed internally by your teacher/lecturer in accordance with SQA guidelines. The external assessment carried out by the SQA is in two parts:

· a written examination 

· the dissertation (4000 – 5000 words)

What prior qualifications do I need, if any, for entry to this course?
· a Higher pass in Higher Modern Studies and Higher English at grade C or above

or entry at discretion of the Principal Teacher Social Subjects.
.
What is higher+?
Higher+ is a unique opportunity for S5 and S6 pupils in the catchment area of Banff and Buchan. As an S5/S6 pupil in one of our partner schools you will have the opportunity to combine your Highers with attendance at Banff and Buchan College to complete an SQA Higher National Certificate (HNC). To complete the full HNC you will need to attend College for one day a week over two years. During this time you will complete units which will build to give you the 12 credits that you need to get the full HNC. If you don’t complete all of the units, or if you only attend College for one year, you will be credited with the work that you have done. You can always come back to college to finish the qualification at a later date. Studying Higher National Units could support and enrich your existing Highers (for example by combining Higher Computing or Information Systems with HNC Computing) or it could extend your S5/S6 experience by  broadening out your studies, developing new skills and interests and adding new qualifications to your CV – all of which will boost your chances of employment.
Why choose Higher+?

Higher+ could help open many doors for you – it may give you an edge over your peers when applying for a place at University or when seeking employment.

If you achieve an HNC qualification at the College you may be eligible to progress to selected degree programmes at universities.
Equally you can use Higher+ to progress onto a course at Banff and Buchan College at a more advanced level, or use it to help secure you first job if you are leaving school.

HNC’s are traditionally seen as the leading qualifications for technical and first-line management professions. Many companies give their people time off work to study for an HNC (day release) because they recognise the benefits in the workplace.

How are the courses delivered?

All Higher+ courses are delivered at Banff and Buchan College. You will attend College all day so you will be entitled to free travel on the College buses. There are some geographic areas where you will need to link up with a College bus but we will discuss these issues with you as they arise. In most cases transport is free.
An HNC has 12 credits and we would typically deliver 6 credits per year. During your day in College you will study 2 or 3 subjects. Subjects are delivered by a mixture of lectures, practicals, group work and individual assignments. 

To achieve your HNC you will need to successfully pass each unit of the course. Units are assessed internally, but there is an externally set and marked exam at the end of year 2. Pupil progression updates are provided by College teaching staff.

How do I apply?

To participate in the programme you will need to complete Banff and Buchan College’s Higher+ application form with your Pastoral Care (and note your interest in the Options form. Pupils who undertake an HNC many have to catch up on missed classes in their own time) 

It would be unrealistic to try to combine 4 – 5 Highers with an HNC in S5 Getting a balance is important in S5. Perhaps in S6 you could take some HN units which will support you in your chosen career or field of study. For example a potential engineer would gain a lot from studying some of the HN engineering units, or if you were considering a career in computing there are some excellent hands-on units that you will enjoy.
What qualifications will I need to get on the programme?

We normally suggest 2/3 Highers indicates that you are likely to cope with this level of work but in S5 you will be working towards Highers. Your Pastoral Care Teacher will discuss your choice with you and recommend whether you should consider this option or not.
One thing to note is that engineering and computing HNCs require a reasonable level of Mathematics (standard grade credit). Meldrum Academy offers 3 periods per week of support for the HNC Mechanical Engineering by offering engineering maths additional study classes.

What’s on offer?

Banff and Buchan College currently offers the following Higher+ courses:

HNC Accounting 

HNC Administration and Information Technology

HNC Business 

HNC Computing 

HNC Electronics 

HNC Engineering 

Want to know more?

If you want more information on any of our Higher+ courses then please contact your School Pastoral Care Staff or our Schools Liaison coordinator, Tel: 01346 586 168 or email Heather Zacha, School Administrator at hzacha@banff-buchan.ac.uk
DECIDING YOUR OPTIONS

Section 3 
DECIDING ON YOUR OPTIONS

· Deciding which options are right for you in S5 or S6 can be quite difficult. 

· Remember the challenge with any decision you make is that when you make one choice it may mean that you can’t do something else! 

· You should consider your course options very carefully at this stage in your education.  Most people know what is right for them and make the right decisions. Don’t be concerned about what your friends and others are doing. What is right for them may not be right for you.

· You will have support and be offered advice throughout the Options Process. Your Pastoral Care teacher and parents/carers will help you. Subject teachers will also advise you about how you might progress in subjects that you have been doing in S3/4. They will also advise you about subjects you may consider taking up for the first time in S5 or S6.  It is important however that you think about this for yourself.

· Now that you have read this booklet and had some help in your PSE classes you should try to start making some decisions by asking yourself the following questions.

(…

(…

(…

(…

(…

(…

· Do I plan to stay on for the whole year, until Christmas or for

up to two more years?

· What job, course or career am I aiming for?

· What are the entry requirements?

· What advice have I been given by teachers, career advisor 


and parents/careers?

· How do I expect to do in my exam this year?

· Am I being realistic about my plans?

(…

(…

(…

(…

(…

(…

· Now complete sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 on the following pages. Don’t agonise about what you write here you can always change it later. The important thing now is to start thinking and planning - you’ll have to make the final decisions early next term.    
1. Are there any courses you think that you definitely want to do? List these below and try to write down why you are so definite about these ones.

	Definite course option
	Why do I ‘definitely’ want to do this course?



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2. Are there any courses that you ‘might’ want to do? List these below and try to write why you might want to do these.

	Possible course option
	Why ‘might’ I want to do this course?



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3.
Questions that you would like to ask or things that you would like to know more about. Your can discuss these with your Pastoral Care teacher.

	Questions or things I would like to know more about.



	


4.
It is possible that you may already have some future career or education plans you would like to aim for if all goes well. If you have any ideas about what you would like to do when you leave school make a note of these here. You might only have vague ideas or have a few ideas but it can be helpful to think about these now. 

	My possible career or education plans
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Practical cooking is an integral part of this course. Pupils may cook up to 4 dishes per week.  These dishes will serve 2-4 people. Pupils opting for the course must provide:


Payment for the ingredients and containers supplied by school - Total £90 for session
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