Minutes of Meeting

Wednesday August 27, 2008


Parent Council Meeting
Meldrum Academy

7:30pm

Present:

Jon Guthrie
Elizabeth Duff
Sue Richardson

Alison Bruce
Owen Ball
John Loveday


Ian Jackson 
Liz Prosser 
Andrew Travis


Paul Johnson
Kelsey Pierce (Clerk)

Apologies:


Dave Marshall
Jon Turnbull
Wendy Jessamine
1. Welcome and Introductions
· Everyone present introduced themselves to the group.
2. Approve minutes of previous meetings (4th & 30th June)
· Both minutes were approved.
3. Confirmation of Parent Council membership
· Dave Marshall to continue as Chairman.
· Jon Turnbull also agreed to continue as Treasurer.
· Jon Guthrie will remain as Vice Chairman.
· Wendy Jessamine can not continue into new year.
· David Fleming & Jane James have withdrawn due to their children no longer being enrolled at the school.
· Roderic Bruce is now a member of the parent council.
· Wilma Geddes will no longer participate after not responding to email.
· Netty Thompson will be contacted by other means other than email to see if she is still interested on resuming her membership on the parent council. 
· Action (Andrew Travis) – Request 2 senior pupils to attend the parent council meetings.
4. Status on Actions from previous meetings
· Alison Bruce looked over the accounts and showed concerns over the presentation of them and that there were only bank statements up to March 2008. Also there may need to be someone appointed to audit the accounts.
· Action (Alison Bruce) – Email Jon Turnbull & Dave Marshall about the presentation of the accounts.
5. Correspondence/upcoming events 

· Parent Involvement Conference 27th September, Meldrum Academy. Andrew Travis & Sue Richardson will attend to represent the parent council.
6. Report of meetings of Homework group

· Last met on July 4.

· Discussed emphasising the benefits on using the planner especially for S1-3 pupils.

· Consistency and amount of homework is a problem.

· Homework referrals are taking too long to get through the school system and be delivered home.

· Blog is working for homework.

· Encourage tutors and teachers to look at pupils planners and get parents to sign every week.

· Heriot Watt University is arranging a possible date to speak to pupils in S4-6 and teachers about the benefits of using Scholar. 

· Next meeting: 4th September at 1630, Meldrum Academy.

7. PTA Report
· PTA struggling for office bearers.

· Concerns at number of staff who attend PTA meetings.

· They’re asking the parent council for help because they feel they are going to dissolve. 

· Possibility of senior pupils getting involved to help PTA as they feel that a lot of work is being done by a small number of people for very little reward.

· A PTA flyer will be sent out to parents next week informing them of the PTA AGM meeting on the 4th of September. With emphasis on group calling new S1 parents and new staff. A PC flyer will also be dispatched at the same time.

· Jon Guthrie is to attend the PTA AGM.

8. Organisation of Study Skills and Homework Help Evenings and “Dragon’s Den” event

· Study Skills evening for parents of S3-6 held on 30th September.

· Homework help evening for parents of S1-3 in October.

· Action (All) – Think of proposals for “Dragon’s Den” event.
9. Issues from Parent Members
· Concerns over why children are removed from the school by parents and put into another. Discussion over how it can be monitored and how information can be collected.

· Discipline on the Tarves bus. Andrew Travis assured all that the people involved will be dealt with.
10. Head Teacher update on matters of interest to the council

· SQA results were generally good. 

· 5 puils obtained 5 A pass grades at higher level.

· 12 new staff in school including 4 probation teachers and 3 permanent staff.

· 70 prefects have been appointed.

· Peter Hollstein & Claire Elder were appointed as Head Boy & Girl while Stuart Gibbon & Mollie Simpson were appointed Vice Head Boy and Girl.

· 10 House captains and 10 vice house captains were selected; they will have separate house assemblies next week.

· Curriculum Framework booklet was discussed.
· Responses to the framework have to be delivered by October 6. Then a final decision on the curriculum is decided in December before being implement in August 2009

· A presentation of the change in curriculum will take place on 18th September, 7:30pm, Meldrum Academy.
11. DONM 

· 1st  October, 7:30pm, Meldrum Academy.
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