Minutes of Parent Council Meeting

Wednesday May 13th, 2009


Parent Council Meeting
Meldrum Academy

7:30pm
Present:
Dave Marshall (Chairman), Andy Travis, Ian Jackson, Liz Prosser, Neil Jones, Sue Hardwick, Elizabeth Duff, Roderic Bruce, Jon Turnbull, Alison Bruce, Jon Guthrie, Cllr. John Loveday, Cllr. Paul Johnston
Apologies:
Susan Rennie
Clerk:


Jessica Turnbull

1)
Welcome and Introductions


Dave Marshall opened the meeting
2)
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting


Missed apology for Jon Guthrie in minutes from Meeting of March 25th, then approved 
3)
Status on Actions from Previous Meetings
1)  Jon Turnbull in process of changing name of School Board account to Meldrum Academy Parent Council

2)  £1000 cheque for Dragon’s Den event paid to school

3)  Draft letter to Craigdon still to be sent to Andy Travis

4)  Presentation on C-ops will take place in September – exact date will be decided closer to the event
4)
Correspondence/Upcoming Events
· Letter received about a charity fashion show – it will be given to the new S6 Charities Committee
· Neil Jones reported, via email, a dangerous toy/lighter being used on a school bus – Andy Travis contacted Linda Evans who alerted prefects who take that bus
5)
Parent Council Fundraising: Pixel Picture Update
·  Picture has been framed
· Not overwhelmed with responses from parents

· Plans to sell pixels on after-school events (art exhibition, p.7 parents’ evening)

· Jon Guthrie pointed out its appeal to those without children at Meldrum, who may view it as a raffle

· Forms and photo of painting are available on school website
6)
Process for Funding School Departments
· Thoughts of having a definite date at which depts. can submit requests for funding

· Dave Marshall suggested this date be once a year so PC can give out a substantial sum of money

· Decision made to ask staff to submit requests by Christmas of each year so PC can decide on budget and orders can be made by depts. by February

· Depts. need guidelines when requesting
Action:  Dave Marshall will put together a draft note re: requests for funding for discussion next meeting
7)
Curriculum for Excellence
· Andy Travis gave a presentation on the plans for the new curriculum

· The Curriculum for Excellence is to be broader than the system in place now
· It aims to recognise education as a whole experience

· Exams and the grading system are being overhauled 

· Plans to make the transition from primary to secondary school smoother

· Much discussion on the educational content rather than the process – schools are to develop the content
· Standard Grades will be replaced in 2012/2013 following rationalisation of current system

· Higher and Advanced Higher proposals still being worked

· Board questioned whether touch-typing was to be included in the New Curriculum (the School Board campaigned for this to be included in the curriculum and had written to the Director of Education in the past) – Andy Travis agreed to look into it

· Teachers like the flexibility offered but are concerned by the volume of work in transition to the C. for E.

· There was support for the idea of offering  a Parent Forum Curriculum Meeting

Action:  Dave Marshall will add this topic to the agenda for the next meeting to discuss with parents
8)
Fundraising Proposal: Gaming/Media Stall
· Idea proposed by Neil Jones that children would trade their unwanted computer/console games and buy other games for a small amount raising funds for the PC
· Option of including CDs and DVDs

· Sale is an appealing idea as you receive very little when selling games back to shops 

· Worries as to the scale of the sale

· New S6 may like to organise or help out at the event
9)
Battle of the Bands
· Not much progress yet

· Bobb Turner has been emailed re: running event but no reply has been received

· Date for the event: 23rd June, 7pm – 10pm
10)
Issues from Parent Members
1)    Worries that Dragon’s Den event was not successful in bringing in parents to watch.  Next time more advertising will be done and, being the second year of MA Dragon’s Den, knowledge of the event will spread.
2)    Discussion of the new development plans in Oldmeldrum and the effect they will have on the school
3)    Paul Johnston wished to thank the Fairtrade group for all their hard work in assisting with the Udny Green Fair Trade Festival
11)
Head Teacher Update on Matters of Interest to the Council
1)    Congratulations to Ian Jackson on his appointment as Depute Head at Dyce Academy.  A new staff member is now needed.
2)   Liz Prosser voiced worries about the lack of guidance for S4 leavers.  An event was held with S4 pupils and employers who identified areas of strength in the students and things they needed to work on.  Event was a success.  Pupils in S4 now leave with a pack to help them find their way after school.  Would still like to see more preparation in PSE for those leaving.
3)   Gambia trip is being partly funded by Fischer Offshore.  There will be a fundraising night on 6th June, 6.30-12, with music, dancing and drinks. 
4)   Exams are well underway.  This year there are about 30 S4 leavers, 20 S5 leavers and   around 100 pupils leaving school after their sixth year
5)   More talk of changes to structure of school day which goes to staff vote before parents have their say
6)   There was an event to celebrate the help of the Modern Languages assistants
7)   Had a visit from Aberdeenshire Council Head of Services, Heather Hamilton to discuss how the school is getting on.  The meeting was positive as she agreed the school was doing well.
8)
   Awards Ceremony will take place on 2nd July

12)
Organisation of Annual Meeting
· AGM will take place on 24th June

· Central Aberdeenshire Parent Council meeting clashes with AGM – Roderic Bruce offered to attend CAPC meeting as a representative

· Will need a summary of Parent Council achievements as well as an agenda for meeting as usual

· All parents must be informed via pupil post and group call at least two weeks before it

· Notice should be sent out to local primary schools
13)
Date of Next Meeting and Close


Annual Meeting - 24/06/09
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