Minutes of Parent Council Meeting

Wednesday March 25th, 2009


Parent Council Meeting
Meldrum Academy

7:30pm
Present:
Dave Marshall (Chairman), Andy Travis, Ian Jackson, Neil Jones, Susan Rennie, Jo Mathewson, Sue Hardwick, Roderic Bruce, Sue Richardson, Alison Bruce, Cllr. Paul Johnston
Apologies:
Liz Prosser, Linda Evans, Jon Turnbull (Treasurer)
Clerk:

Jessica Turnbull

1)
Welcome and Introductions


Dave Marshall opened the meeting
2)
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting


Minutes approved from Meeting of January 28th
3)
Status on Actions from Previous Meetings
1)  Request for Parent Council Funds
-    Cheque for £1900 given to Meldrum Academy to be distributed between selected requests as agreed

2)  Funding Request Letter to Parents

-   Ideas changed since previous meeting so actions not taken

3)  Issue Raised by Parent Member re: under stocked vending machines

-   Andy Travis checked with canteen staff who said they are often restocked just used too heavily - there isn’t enough room for more machines
4)
Correspondence/Upcoming Events
· No issues to discuss
5)
Presentation on Exam Results
· Presentation was given showing graphs and statistics – comparing Meldrum’s Higher and Standard Grade results with that of the rest of Aberdeenshire and Scotland
· Meldrum is compared with surrounding academies
· Boys were compared with girls – it was found that more able girls were slightly up on more able boys but less able boys and girls did comparatively well
· Results particularly high in the sciences, Higher drama, accounting & finance, modern studies, history and RMPS
· The PASS (pupil attainment support strategies) scheme was explained – pupils are paired with staff to help organise and support them in the lead up to their exams – to check revision strategies, notes etc – it has been received well
· Revision week in Easter holiday needs reviewing 

· Issues raised by parent members re: English – parents are aware that tutors teach pupils how to pass and they would like exam techniques to be taught in the classroom – there has to be a balance between this and learning to write well and develop a good style
· It is also reported by parents there is a lack of homework in English

· Pupil survey last year was positive towards teachers

· Next statistics update should be in or around October ‘09
6)
Parent Council Fundraising: Pixel Picture
· Mrs Flint has painted Bennachie for a competition - people will pay for pixels of the picture and the winning pixel will be chosen
· Draft letter looks good - needs a small change in wording – address could be bigger – possibly add in a mention of the success of “Dragon’s Den” event
· Plans to try and sell pixels on parents’ nights and school events
· There were ideas about a similar event using a Colin Prior print but agreed this competition is a good start to fundraising
Action:  Jon Turnbull requested to change name of ‘School Board’ account to ‘Meldrum Academy Parent Council’ account so cheques can be paid in for Pixel competition.
7)
Report on “Dragon’s Den” Event
· Event was a great success – school plans to hold it again in the future
· Many clubs presented with good confidence in a variety of ways

· Only issue re: publicity – next time parents should be contacted directly
·  Decisions to pay:
	Grampian Book Group
	£100

	Illustrators
	£100

	Eco Group
	£100

	Homecoming Group
	£100

	Rugby Club
	£200

	Football Club
	£200

	Gambia Trip
	£200


Action:  Jon Turnbull will write a cheque for £1000 for the school to issue to each society as appropriate
8)
Consultation on Future School Calendar (2010-2015)
· Andy Travis discussed change re: future school calendar – plans to consult pupil councils and teaching staff
· Concerns as to the lack of response from parents

· Parent Council voted together on each question in the questionnaire: Consultation on the Pattern of School Holidays in Aberdeenshire Schools
9)
Uniform Sub-Group
· Two main contenders for a supplier
1)    David’s of Inverurie

· Stock in shop as well as an online service at a competitive price
· Already supplies uniform for other schools – safer option
· You can try on uniform
2)   An online service
· Could order by forms available from school (hand out forms on Parent’s nights)
· Advertising on site may lower inflating prices in the future

· Prices slightly cheaper than David’s – some percentage of profit goes towards the school

· Looking to source fair trade uniform
· Council voted in favour of David’s of Inverurie
Action:  Letter to be drafted by Susan Rennie to Craigdon re: changing supplier and sent to Andy Travis
10)
Issues from Parent Members
1)    Question as to the progress of the homework group  

· Group has met and discussed many issues (planners etc)
· There is no desire to close this sub-group
· Plan to address issue of inconsistency in/lack of homework

2)   Idea of creating a committee to engage the Parent Forum
· Sue Hardwick, Alison Bruce and Andy Travis agreed to discuss the Parent Council with the Parent Forum
· Plans to catch the current p.7 parents and pass on information about the Parent Council
3)   Question about Battle of the Bands

· Last year it was on 23rd June
· There should be one this year around that time
11)
Head Teacher Update on Matters of Interest to the Council
1)    Gambia Trip
· Group of S6 pupils going to Gambia to help build a school

· Meeting was held in the school with a man from the Gambia, the pupils and their parents

· Andy Travis showed the Council the drum the visitor from Gambia gave the school

2)   Red Nose Day

· Made a good sum of money and sold lots of noses

3)   Write Away Competition

· Well done to Jenny Gray who won her age group with a short story, receiving her prize from Alex Salmond who came to Meldrum for the competition

4)   Senior Football Team qualified for North East finals

5)   Presentation on C-ops

· Watched videos on cyber bullying and internet stalking which had been shown to pupils in assembly
· Andy Travis interested in promoting these subjects to parents with the help of the Parent Council
· Could run a training session for parents – led by police/experts in the subject but hopefully with support from Parent Council members
Action:  Andy Travis will report back with a date for this.

6)   Shown a website on the recent traffic accidents
· http://www.1second1life.co.uk/
12)
Date of Next Meeting and Close
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