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31 October 2011
Meldrum Academy Curriculum for Excellence

Building our Curriculum and National Qualifications

Meeting for parents/carers of pupils in S1 & S2

Tuesday 8 November 7- 8:30 pm Meldrum Academy
Our current S1 and S2 pupils will be the first to have learning designed entirely around the Curriculum for Excellence. They will sit the new national qualifications in May 2014.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss with parents and carers the courses that will be available in S3 and S4 as these pupils work towards the national qualifications. There will also be information about the new national qualifications.
What will children learn from S1/S2 and S3/S4?

All learners are offered a broad, deep, general education building on previous learning. They experience a wide range of learning across eight curriculum areas – expressive arts, languages and literacy, health and wellbeing, mathematics and numeracy, religious and moral education, sciences, social studies, and technologies. This provides a good foundation for moving on to study for qualifications, at the right level for the pupil, in the later stages of secondary. There is a strong focus on young people being active learners. Areas such as literacy, numeracy and health and well being feature in all aspects of the curriculum. Faculties cooperate across traditional subjects on interdisciplinary courses and a greater value is placed on the young person’s learning outside the classroom.

The curriculum in S1 & S2 is a common course (taken by all) and is planned around Level 3 of the curriculum; however, we have pupils who are working at Level 2 and others working at Level 4.  The common course is based around the eight curriculum areas listed above.
In S3 there are opportunities for increasing specialism in pupil learning as they will be able to choose subject options within the curriculum areas. These courses will lay the basis for further learning in the senior phase and pupils will choose to take most of these subjects forward for qualification. The broad deep general education continues as pupils continue to be exposed to learning across all subject areas. 
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In S4 the courses taken in S3 will continue to be studied as pupils work towards National Qualifications at level 3-5.

In addition, in S4, there will be an offer of a college option that will involve one day per week spent on a course organised in partnership with a local further education college. This will be in place of some of the subjects taken in school. 

This is an important meeting for parents and carers as it allows us to discuss both the learning opportunities and the qualifications that will be available at Meldrum Academy in the future. We hope that you will be able to attend.

Yours sincerely

Andrew Travis
Head Teacher

Please note there will be a detailed information evening on subject choice for S2 parents/carers later in the session as the pupils get ready to make their subject choices for S3.
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